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                     Welcome to St. Mark’s!  

God has joyfully brought us together 

 for such a time as this! 
           God’s Work Our Hands 

 
Guests and Visitors – Let’s connect in life and faith together. “Welcome” cards are in  

the pews for you to provide your contact information. You may place it in the offering  

plate or hand it to one of the ushers or pastors. Thanks! 
 

The Sixteenth Sunday of Pentecost                  September 25, 2022 8:30 a.m. 
 

Worship Servants: 

Greeter:      Grebe Family 

Ushers(s):   Allen Sloop, Tim Mattingly, Bill West & Jeff Shoe                                 

Lector:        Bobbie Beattie 
Acolyte:      Cooper Grebe 

Communion Assistant:  Bill West 
 

 

Welcome 
Prelude 

(please stand as able) 

Gathering, page 94-96 

Hymn 530 Here, O Lord, Your Servants Gather (the offering is brought forward) 

Prayer of the Day 

(be seated) 

 

First Reading  1 Timothy 6:6-19 

Timothy is reminded of the confession he made at his baptism and of its implications for 
daily life. His priorities will be different from those of people who merely want to be rich. 
6There is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7for we brought nothing 

into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 8but if we have food and clothing, we 
will be content with these. 9But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are 

trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 

destruction. 10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to 
be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many 

pains. 

 11But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, 

faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of 

the eternal life, to which you were called and for which you made the good 

confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13In the presence of God, who gives  
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life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the 

good confession, I charge you 14to keep the commandment without spot or blame until 

the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which he will bring about at the right time—

he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. 16It is he 
alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever 

seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 

 17As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to 
set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with 

everything for our enjoyment. 18They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, 

and ready to share, 19thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for 
the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life. 

Here ends the reading.  

 
Psalm 146 (sung responsively by whole verse) 

 1Hal- 
|
 lelujah! 

  Praise the LORD, 
|
 O my soul! 

 2I will praise the LORD as long 
|
 as I live; 

  I will sing praises to my God while I 
|
 have my being. 

 3Put not your 
|
 trust in rulers, 

  in mortals in whom there 
|
 is no help. 

 4When they breathe their last, they re- 
|
 turn to earth, 

  and in that day 
|
 their thoughts perish.  

 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob 
|
 for their help, 

  whose hope is in the 
|
 LORD their God; 

 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that 
|
 is in them; 

  who keeps promis- 
|
 es forever; 

 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to 
|
 those who hunger. 

  The LORD sets the 
|
 captive free. 

 8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who 
|
  

        are bowed down; the LORD
|
 loves the righteous. 

 9The LORD cares 
|
 for the stranger; 

  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way 
|
 of the wicked. 

 10The LORD shall 
|
 reign forever, 

  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 
|
 Hallelujah!  

 
Children’s Message 

 

(please stand as able) 

Gospel Acclamation “Alleluia”   page 142 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 16:19-31   (pew Bible page 851) 

Glory to you, O Lord! 
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Story of poor Lazarus and the wealthy man 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

(you may be seated)  

Sermon   

(please stand as able) 

Hymn 705 God of Grace and God of Glory 
 

Apostles’ Creed  page 105 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

The Words of Institution 

The Lord’s Prayer page 112  

 (you may be seated)   

Communion 
 

Communion Hymns 

Lamb of God  page 146 

470 Draw Us In the Spirit’s Tether 

485 I Am the Bread of Life 
 

(please stand as able) 

Blessing, Prayer, Benediction 

Hymn 723 Canticle of the Turning 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God!  
 

Postlude 
 

 +  +  +  +  + 
 

-Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SB127538.     
-New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
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Dives and Lazarus. Anonymous. 
17th century painting. Public Domain. 
 

 
An uncomfortable parable?  Heaven and 
Hell. Graphically described rich man and 
poor man.  

 

How about our notions of “justification by grace through faith.” After all, if the rich man 
and Lazarus both immediately go to different places in the afterlife based entirely on 
their actions and condition in their earthly lives, what room is left for grace or faith? 
Two things in response. 
 

First, parables aren’t told to give us a complete theological system or to address 
ultimate questions once and for all. They are meant to give us a glimpse - often 
surprising, even jarring glimpses - into the kingdom of God. They present various slivers 
of the “kingdom logic” of the God who regularly surprises us with God’s compassion and 
concern. So maybe this parable isn’t interested in explaining to us how people get to 
heaven but rather invites us to look at the people around us — right here, right now — 
from the perspective of this peculiar logic of God. 
 

Second, should we be surprised that this parable conveys that God is really, really 
concerned for the poor? God’s unrelenting care and compassion for the poor and 
vulnerable is a major topic of both testaments in the Bible. So if this parable seems to 
push that concern to the extreme, perhaps it’s to grab and refocus our attention on a 
theme that is consistently present in Scripture but only inconsistently present in our 
thoughts and actions. 
 

Must we continue to act that way? Might we imagine a different ending to this parable? 
Indeed, given Abraham’s reference to a man rising from the dead, aren’t we invited to? 
We have, after all, seen a man put to death for caring for the poor, for announcing 
God’s mercy for all, for daring to forgive the sins of any, and we have heard the 
testimony that this man was raised from the dead and vindicated by God as the 
supreme embodiment of God’s kingdom logic and royal love. 
 

And how about this. Are you struck by how small the 2 requests are from the rich man in 
hell - a drop of water and a messenger to tell others? Might we not do these very 
things? -  Bringing a measure of relief to others and telling all we meet that God desires 
we care for each other? You may also want to check out www.lwr.org and Lutheran 
World Relief’s Isaiah 58:10 water project, funded by Lutheran 
congregations throughout the US, to help provide water in 
various places including Kenya.    

http://www.lwr.org/

