Welcome to St. Mark's! We are the church that shares a living,

daring confidence in God’s grace. For us as part of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, this faith comes through the good news
of Jesus Christ and gives us the freedom and the courage to wonder,
discover and boldly participate in what God is up to in the world.
Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole person — questions, complexities and all.
We especially welcome those who are worshiping with us for the first time and invite you to
join us again.
Attendance Register - Please sign and pass the black-covered “Attendance Register" found at
the end of each pew. If you are visiting St. Mark's today, please include your address and
contact information. Thank you!
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated at each worship service at St. Mark's. Any
baptized Christian is welcome to share in this meal. Children and adults who are not yet
communing will receive a blessing. Regular and Gluten Free wafers are provided, along with
red wine and white grape juice. Please let us know if you need gluten free. Thank you! If you
are physically unable to walk forward or climb steps, we will joyfully bring communion to you
where you sit. To facilitate this, please sit near the front or along the center aisle and raise your
hand as the communion team comes to the aisle. Martin Luther wrote: "It is the true body and
blood of the Lord Christ in and under the bread and wine which we Christians are commanded
by Christ's word to eat and drink." (Luther's Large Catechism, Book of Concord, page 447.
Fortress Press, 1959)

GREETERS: J ustin & Heather Gr ebe & family
LECTOR: Susan Bostian

ACOLYTES: Mar a McCann

*CONGREGATION STANDS
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THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

JULY 25, 2021 - 10 AM

GATHERING
WELCOME
PRELUDE

" T he Holly and the Ivy"
Traditional English Melody, Arr. Lani Smith
Priscilla Abraham, Organ and Robbie Pearson, Piano
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who shines in glory, clothes us in compassion, and
bears gifts of mercy for all.
Amen.
Let us confess our sins with confidence in God’s promise of forgiveness.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Almighty God, wonderful counselor, everlasting Father and Prince of Peace, we confess that we
have turned from your gifts and chosen our own way. We have not made room for you in
our hearts or in our world. We have lived in fear; we have not welcomed the stranger; we
desire gifts that will not endure. Forgive us our sins, known and unknown, and open us to
receive the peace of Jesus dwelling in and among us. Amen.
God’s lovingkindness has appeared to us in Christ our Savior. We are saved, not by anything we
have done, but by God’s mercy poured out on us richly. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins
are forgiven. Through the Spirit living in you, God give you faith to trust Jesus, who is Love
born for you, now and always.

2

HYMN

“Angels, from the Realms of Glory”

1

Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth;
once you sang creation's story, now proclaim Messiah's birth:
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king.

2

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, watching o'er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing, yonder shines the infant light.
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king.

3

Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar;
seek the great desire of nations, you have seen his natal star.
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king.

4

All creation, join in praising God, the Father, Spirit, Son,
evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One.
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king.

#275

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, whether it be July or December on our calendars, grant that here on earth we
may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence, in the joy of his birth and life, and in the last day wake
to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
WORD

THE FIRST READING

Isaiah 9:2-7

A Reading From Isaiah (Bible page 555)
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness— on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its
joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.
4
For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you
have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the
garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority
shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time
onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
Here ends the reading.
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HYMN

“Joy to the World”
vs. 1-2

#267

1

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king;
let ev'ry heart prepare him room and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

2

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748

Luke 2:1-20

THE GOSPEL
P
C

nd

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 2 Chapter (Bible page 832)
Glory to you, O Lord

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor
of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in
the inn.
HYMN

“Away in a Manger” vs. 1, 3

1

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

3

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay
close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there.

#277

Text: North American, 19th cent.
8

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a
4

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
HYMN
1

“Angels We Have Heard on High” vs. 1, 3

#289

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains.

Refrain
Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.
3

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn king. Refrain
Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864

15

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known
to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these
words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
P
C

The gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON
Silence for reflection.
*HYMN OF THE DAY
1

“Love Has Come”

#292
Jeanne Proefrock ~ Flute
Love has come—a light in the darkness! Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies.
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; hear how their song of joy arises:
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! Love! Love! Glory to God on high.

2

Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. Love is God now asleep in the hay.
See the glow in the eyes of his mother; what is the name her heart is saying?
Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel.

3

Love has come and never will leave us! Love is life everlasting and free.
Love is Jesus within and among us. Love is the peace our hearts are seeking.
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950; Text © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile,
AL 36695; Music: F. Sequin, Recueil de noels composes en langue provencale, 1850; Duplication in any form prohibited without
permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

5

*NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son,* who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
OFFERING – “What can I give him , poor as I am? If I were a shepherd I
would bring a lamb; if I were a wiseman I would do my part; yet what I can I
give him – give my heart.” (ELW 294) Thank you Saint Mark’s faithful and
friends for all your support and gifts to the glory of God throughout the year.
Thank you for sharing your gold, frankincense and myrrh to help support the
ministries of our congregation and to help provide gifts locally, statewide, and
nationally. “

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As heaven and earth rejoice, let us pray for the needs of the church and all the world.
A brief silence.
Your great compassion, O God, has increased our joy. Give us gratitude each day for your light
and the bread of life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Because of your generosity, the trees clap their hands, the deep waters teem with varied
creatures, and the stars burn with distant fire. Make us grateful for all that you call us to nurture
and protect. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Because you know our need for order, you give us nations, cities, and neighborhoods. Help us to
care for the communities that we are a part of, and to welcome the expertise of leaders, to
uphold their good direction, and to oppose what harms the vulnerable. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
6

Because you are a God of healing and renewal, you make whole what is broken. We beg your
mercy on all who find this time of year a burden. Strengthen the grieving and comfort those who
struggle with addictions. We pray especially for those we name aloud or silently, including
Sandie, Brenda, Dana, John, Sarah, Janet, Dovie, Guil, Joan and Judy. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
By the power of the Holy Spirit, you have given us to each other to encourage and challenge.
Give us hearts that remember your Christmas gifts beyond this night. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Christ, our
Lord.
Amen.
MEAL
*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you
And also with you
Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give our thanks and praise
*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
Please be seated.
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COMMUNION HYMNS

HYMN

“Silent Night”

#281

1

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

2

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar, heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

3

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light
radiant beams from your holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth.
Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885

HYMN

“What Child Is This”

#296

1

What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary!

2

Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary!

3

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own him.
The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him.
Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby;
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary!
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God of wonder, in Jesus we behold the light of the world come near. As you have come among
us now, send us out in joy, hastening to share the good news of your love. We ask this in the
name of Jesus, through the Spirit dwelling among us now and forever.
Amen.
*BLESSING

God the Creator who delights in you, Jesus the Savior who is born for you, and the
lifegiving Spirit who shines on you, ☩ bless you and keep you in hope and peace.
Amen.
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the joy of Christ
Thanks be to God.
8

SAINT MARK'S LUTHERAN CHURCH WELCOMES YOU!
We welcome you if you are single, married, divorced, gay, wealthy, poor,
black, brown, yellow or white. We welcome crying newborns, squirming
children and frazzled moms and dads. You are welcome if you sing like an
opera star or can’t carry a tune in a bucket, like some of us. You are
welcome here if you use a wheelchair, walker, or scooter to assist your
mobility. You are welcome here because the Spirit of the Lord called you
and helped guide you here today, along with the rest of us. We don’t care if
you’re more Lutheran than Martin Luther, haven’t been in church since
little Joey’s baptism, or if you’re “just browsing.” We welcome you if you are over 60,
even if you haven’t grown up yet, or if you are a teenager and growing up too fast. We
welcome starving artists, latte-sippers, vegetarians and junk food junkies. You are
welcome if you are in recovery or still struggling with your addiction. We welcome you
if you have been having problems or you’re down in the dumps or if you don’t like
“organized religion.” We’ve been there too. If you are left-wing, right-wing or no wing
at all, you are welcome here. If you are visiting Grandma and Grandpa and they made
you come to church, welcome! Likewise, if you are in town to visit a child, grandchild
or friend, you are welcome here. We offer a special welcome to those who could use a
prayer right now. We welcome you to Saint Mark's Lutheran Church because we are a
place of saints and sinners of all kinds who are here by the grace of God.
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