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*CONGREGATION STANDS 

  
 

Welcome to St. Mark's! We are the church that shares a living, 

daring confidence in God’s grace. For us as part of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, this faith comes through the good news 
of Jesus Christ and gives us the freedom and the courage to wonder, 
discover and boldly participate in what God is up to in the world. 

Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole person — questions, complexities and all. 
We especially welcome those who are worshiping with us for the first time and invite you to 
join us again.  
 

Attendance Register - Please sign and pass the black-covered “Attendance Register" found at 

the end of each pew. If you are visiting St. Mark's today, please include your address and 
contact information. Thank you!  
 

 

GREETERS:  David Keck, Sr . 

LECTOR:  Don Mease 

ACOLYTES: Ashlyn Mattingly 
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church  
454 Fieldstone Road     Mooresville, North Carolina 

Church Office Phone 704-664-5474 
Pastor:   Rev. Dave Keck 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Vern Kinard 
Director of Music:  Robbie Pearson 

 Organist:   Priscilla Abraham 

 
GATHERING 

 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                                

 

*INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Let us pray. Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 
 

*ABSOLUTION 
 
*HYMN                                            “Beloved, God’s Chosen”                                              #648                                                                                      
 

1 Beloved, God's chosen, put on as a garment  
compassion, forgiveness, and goodness of heart. 

 Above all, before all, let love be your raiment that binds into one every dissonant part. 
 

2 Within, call forth Wisdom, to dwell in you richly; 
let peace rule your hearts, and that peace be of Christ. 

 And from the heart's chamber, beloved and holy, let singing thanksgiving to God ever rise. 
 

3 Beloved, God's chosen, put on as a garment  
 compassion, forgiveness, and goodness of heart. 
 Above all, before all, let love be your raiment that binds into one ev'ry dissonant part. 

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                     JULY 11, 2021 - 10 AM 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works. Give to us, your 
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your 
commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in 
peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.                                                                       

Amen 
 

WORD 
 
THE FIRST READING                                                                                          Amos 7:7-15 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

A Reading From Amos (Bible page 748) 
 

This is what the Lord God showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb 
line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8And the Lord said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I 
said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said, “See, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my 
people Israel; I will never again pass them by; 9the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, 
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam 
with the sword.” 
  10Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos has 
conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his 
words. 11For thus Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile 
away from his land.’ ” 
12And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, 
and prophesy there; 13but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is 
a temple of the kingdom.” 
  14Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a 
herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, 15and the Lord took me from following the flock, and 
the Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ ” 
Here ends the reading. 
  

PSALM 85:8-13  
 
 

  
8I will listen to what the Lord | God is saying; 
  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | hearts to you. 
 

9Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell | in our land.  
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 10Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; 
  righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 
 

 11Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 
 

 12The Lord will indeed | grant prosperity, 
  and our land will | yield its increase. 
 

 13Righteousness shall go be- | fore the Lord 
  and shall prepare for | God a pathway.  
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON                                                                                           
 
 
THE SECOND READING                                                                              Ephesians 1:3-14 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

A Reading From Ephesians (Bible page 949) 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of 
the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his 
children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his 
glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he 
lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of his will, 
according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to 
gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also 
obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who 
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set 
our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the 
seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as 
God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                     
 
Silence for reflection. 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY             “Let Streams of Living Justice”                                          #710 
1    Let streams of living justice flow down upon the earth; 

give freedom's light to captives, let all the poor have worth. 
The hungry's hands are pleading, the workers claim their rights, 
the mourners long for laughter, the blinded seek for sight. 
Make liberty a beacon, strike down the iron pow'r; 
abolish ancient vengeance: proclaim your people's hour. 

 

2 For healing of the nations, for peace that will not end, 
for love that makes us lovers, God grant us grace to mend. 

 Weave our varied gifts together; knit our lives as they are spun; 
 on your loom of time enroll us till our thread of life is run. 

O great weaver of our fabric, bind church and world in one; 
dye our texture with your radiance, light our colors with your sun. 
 

3    Your city's built to music; we are the stones you seek; 
your harmony is language; we are the words you speak. 
Our faith we find in service, our hope in others' dreams, 
our love in hand of neighbor; our homeland brightly gleams. 
Inscribe our hearts with justice; your way—the path untried; 
your truth—the heart of stranger; your life—the Crucified. 
 

Text: William Whitla, b. 1934; Text © 1989 William Whitla; Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license 
from copyright administrator. 

 
*APOSTLES CREED                                                                                                      page 105 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Holy God, you welcome your people into one family and gather all things to yourself. Bestow 
your grace upon your beloved church, lavish your wisdom upon us, and redeem us from our 
faults, that by our witness all might praise your glory. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Awesome Creator, you steadfastly tend to the smallest of seeds and the mightiest of sycamore 
trees. Spring up green growth from the earth, nourish the growth of fruit, grain, and other crops, 
and bless the work of farmers and laborers. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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God of the oppressed, turn the ears of those who are in power to the voices of prophets in our 
own day. Protect those who speak difficult truths when it is risky to do so. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of strength, you are near to those who endure difficulty. Comfort all who are survivors of 
violence, guard the refugee and the immigrant, and protect all those who are victims of prejudice 
and discrimination. Today we pray for all in need of healing and hope including David, Brenda, 
Dana, John, Sarah, Janet, Dovie, Guil, Joan, Judy, and all those we name aloud or in our hearts. 
(pause…) Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of love, we pray for this holy house and all those who worship here. We pray especially for 
those whose efforts behind the scenes often go unnoticed; for the custodians and maintenance 
workers, and for all of our volunteers. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 

Amen. 
 
ANTHEM  
"The Perfect Wisdom of Our God" by Keith Getty/Stuart Townend, Arr. Larry Shackley; 
© Copyright 2011 THANK YOU MUSIC and GETTY MUSIC; All rights for Thank You Music (PRS) Administered Worldwide at 
EMICMGPublishing.com, except for Europe which is administered by Kingsway Songs. All rights for GETTY MUSIC 
administered by Music Services, Inc. This arrangement © 2012 THANK YOU MUSIC (PRS) and GETTY MUSIC. All rights 
reserved including Public Performance. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of 
plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be 
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.  

Amen. 
 

MEAL 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 The Lord be with you  

 And also with you   

 Lift up your hearts 

 We lift them to the Lord 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise          

 

*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 
 



7  

*LORD'S PRAYER   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
*BLESSING 

Amen. 
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As 
you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own 
life. In your name we pray.  

Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 
*BENEDICTION 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now 
and forever. 

Amen 
 
*HYMN                                                                                                                                    #771 

“God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens” 
1 God, who stretched the spangled heavens infinite in time and place, 
 flung the suns in burning radiance through the silent fields of space: 
 we, your children in your likeness, share inventive pow'rs with you; 
 great Creator, still creating, show us what we yet may do. 
 

2 We have ventured worlds undreamed of since the childhood of our race; 
 known the ecstasy of winging through untraveled realms of space; 
 probed the secrets of the atom, yielding unimagined pow'r, 
 facing us with life's destruction or our most triumphant hour. 
 

3 As each far horizon beckons, may it challenge us anew: 
 children of creative purpose, serving others, hon'ring you. 
 May our dreams prove rich with promise; each endeavor well begun; 
 great Creator, give us guidance till our goals and yours are one. 
 

Text: Catherine Cameron, b. 1927; Text © 1967 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
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*DISMISSAL   
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

Speak and visit with each other as we go forth and serve 
 
 

 
 
 

SAINT MARK'S LUTHERAN CHURCH WELCOMES YOU!  

We welcome you if you are single, married, divorced, gay, wealthy, poor, black, 

brown, yellow or white. We welcome crying newborns, squirming children and 

frazzled moms and dads. You are welcome if you sing like an opera star or can’t 

carry a tune in a bucket, like some of us. You are welcome here if you use a 

wheelchair, walker, or scooter to assist your mobility. You are welcome here because 

the Spirit of the Lord called you and helped guide you here today, along with the rest 

of us. We don’t care if you’re more Lutheran than Martin Luther, haven’t been in church since 

little Joey’s baptism, or if you’re “just browsing.” We welcome you if you are over 60, even if 

you haven’t grown up yet, or if you are a teenager and growing up too fast. We welcome 

starving artists, latte-sippers, vegetarians and junk food junkies. You are welcome if you are in 

recovery or still struggling with your addiction. We welcome you if you have been having 

problems or you’re down in the dumps or if you don’t like “organized religion.” We’ve been 

there too. If you are left-wing, right-wing or no wing at all, you are welcome here. If you are 

visiting Grandma and Grandpa and they made you come to church, welcome! Likewise, if you 

are in town to visit a child, grandchild or friend, you are welcome here. We offer a special 

welcome to those who could use a prayer right now. We welcome you to Saint Mark's Lutheran 

Church because we are a place of saints and sinners of all kinds who are here by the grace of 

God. 
 

 
 

Beloved, God’s Chosen”  #648                                                                                      
Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953; Text © 1994 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Music: Robert A. Hobby, b. 
1962; Music © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright 
administrator. 
 
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SB127538. 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Songs reprinted with permission under CCLI License #3123342 and OneLicense #!-720452 
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