
Sunday, March 29, the 5th Sunday in Lent 

 

Prelude- What Wondrous Love 

 

RESPONSIVE LITANY (based on Psalm 130 and Martin Luther’s first hymn ELW 600) 

In the name of God: Father, Son +, and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

Out of the depths I cry to you; O Lord God, hear me calling.  

Incline your ear to my distress in spite of my rebelling. Do not regard my sinful deeds. Send me the grace my 

spirit needs; without it I am nothing. 

 

All things you send are full of grace; you crown our lives with favor.  

All our good works are done in vain without our Lord and Savior. We praise you for the gift of faith; you 

save us from the grip of death; our lives are in your keeping. 

 

In you alone, O God, we hope, and not in our own merit.  

We rest our fears in your good Word and trust your Holy Spirit. Your promise keeps us strong and sure; we 

trust the cross, your signature, inscribed upon our temples. (You may mark the cross of Christ on your 

forehead.) 

 

My soul is waiting for you, Lord, as one who longs for morning;  

No watcher waits with greater hope than I for your returning. I hope as Israel in the Lord, who sends 

redemption through the Word. Praise God for grace and mercy! Amen. 

 

This psalm finds its location not in the heights of success, but in the depths where only God can hear and respond to 

our cries. The psalm finds us in our lives as we are – in our sins, in our aloneness, in our distance. But rather than 

call out our failures, this psalm calls us into God’s mercy and redemption, born out of the forgiveness of sins. The 

psalm echoes for us our hope: When we have nothing left to hold on to, God holds on to us. In this space we wait 

and watch. But we do not wait alone, for God in Christ has entered into the depths with us. 

 

Let us pray: 

O Lord, you are able to heal the wounds our sin has caused. We wait and hope for the forgiveness that is 

already at hand in Jesus. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in 

Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The peace of Christ be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

Song: Blessed Assurance 638   

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

[Refrain] This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long:  

This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 
 

2. Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my sight;  

Angels descending bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love. [Refrain] 
 

3. Perfect submission, all is at rest; I in my Savior am happy and blest,  

Watching and waiting, looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in his love. [Refrain] 

 

The First Reading – Ezekiel 37:1-14   Lector: Tonya Mays 

 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle 

of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were 



very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, 

“Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to 

these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 

come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the 

Lord.” 

  So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the 

bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and 

skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, 

mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these 

slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and 

stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

  Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and 

our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am 

going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land 

of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O 

my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 

know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 

 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 11th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. So the sisters sent a 

message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to 

death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus 

loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 

place where he was.  

  When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany was near 

Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their 

brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said 

to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you 

whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will 

rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who 

believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 

believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into 

the world.” 

     When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here 

and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to 

the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, 

consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to 

the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 

came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid 

him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved 

him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 

dying?” 

     Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, 

“Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he 

has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 

God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I 

knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe 

that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, 

his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and 

let him go.” 

  Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.  

The Gospel of the Lord!  



Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

Children’s Message “Dem Bones” 

Sermon  

 

Offertory 

 

You may scan this code and make a donation or 

You may give electronically with credit card or bank draft or 

You may send a check directly to the church or drop it on our secure mailbox at the church. 
 

 

 

Song  Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land 333 

 

Refrain: Jesus is a rock in a weary land, a weary land, a weary land; 

My Jesus is a rock in a weary land, a shelter in the time of storm. 

 

1 No man can do like Jesus, Not a mumbling word He said; 

He went walking down to Lazarus’ grave, And He raised him from the dead. [Refrain] 

 

2 When Jesus was on earth, The flesh was very weak; 

He girdled himself with a tow'l, And washed his disciples feet. [Refrain] 

 

3 Yonder comes my Savior, Him whom I love so well; 

He has the palm of victory, And the keys of death and Hell. [Refrain] 

 

Apostles’ Creed    

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Lord’s Prayer 

Benediction 

 

Song Sending – I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 611 

 

1 I heard the voice of Jesus say, "Come unto me and rest; 

lay down, O weary one, lay down your head upon my breast." 

I came to Jesus as I was, weary and worn and sad; 

I found in him a resting place, and he has made me glad. 

 

2 I heard the voice of Jesus say, "Behold, I freely give 

the living water; thirsty one, stoop down and drink, and live." 

I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life-giving stream; 

my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and now I live in him. 

3 I heard the voice of Jesus say, "I am this dark world's Light; 

look unto me, your morn shall rise, and all your days be bright." 

I looked to Jesus and I found in him my Star, my Sun; 

and in that light of life I'll walk, 'til trav'ling days are done. 
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