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From Pastor Dave: 
 

The name February comes from the Roman festival of purification called Februa, when people went through a washing 
ritual. Many cultures have a history of purification baths including the Jews with “mikvahs” that Jesus would have  
probably participated in. In my growing up years a Saturday night bath was required whether I thought I needed it or 
not. Christians celebrate baptism as a once-and-for-all-time ritual purification bath, and then remind ourselves of our 
baptism when we wash our face (a quote from Martin Luther) or trace a wet cross on our forehead or use the 
“Affirmation of Baptism” including professing the Apostles’ Creed.  
 

In February we journey in two church seasons, Epiphany and Lent. We remember our baptism into Christ during  
Epiphany and then on Ash Wednesday (Feb. 22) we begin Lent with a reminder that we are dust and to dust we shall 
return. Both the water and the ash are ways we enter into a “purification ritual bath” (a Christian “februa”) for the  
forgiveness of our sins.  
 

Years ago on Ash Wednesday, the vicar / seminary student I was mentoring mixed too much cinnamon oil with the  
ashes. He wanted us to be fragrant offerings for God. We were. And many of us not only had black ashen crosses on our 
foreheads for a few hours, but a light red cross-shaped rash the next couple of days on our foreheads (No one was  
seriously injured). 
 

The sound of the rushing water from a hiking trip the other year is still on my phone in the video section. Occasionally  
I look at it to remember and to listen. The scene as a whole is good for my soul. Life-giving. On these and other water 
excursions I am from to time reminded of the way scripture talks about God’s rivers, or even God as a river in some  
cases.  
 

The Psalmist praises God in Psalm 65:9-10:  You visit the earth and water it; you greatly enrich it; the river of God is 
full of water; you provide the people with grain, for so you have prepared it. You water its furrows abundantly, settling 
its ridges, softening it with showers, and blessing its growth. 

 

Psalm 46 (A Mighty Fortress) includes the bold reminder that “There is a river that makes glad the city of God, the ho-
ly habitation of the Most High.”  
 

I’m reminded that recent New Members of St. Mark’s, Bill and Nancy Yeates, told me about their Lutheran church in 
Las Vegas. It began a new build, dug deep into the Nevada desert and hit an underground unseen river! More money  
for deeper foundational pylons was needed. But what a foundation they had – both through the river of God and the firm 
foundation of Christ.  
 

The river of God is full of water. The flow of God’s river is also always changing, reshaping the banks, the rocks, the 
other features we’re used to. It’s the same river, but the landscape is never the same. Always changing. Always under 
the force of the flowing water. Jesus says in John 7:38 this same river will flow from our hearts. We are such beloved, 
intimate members of God’s triune life, that the very river of that life begins to flow out of us. 
 

Friends, be encouraged and emboldened, God’s River is always full,  
always flowing, giving life, and ALWAYS at work in you and me  
through love and grace, to continually shape and reshape 
 the landscape of our hearts, our congregation, community,  
and indeed all of creation, which the psalmist says is shouting and 
 singing for joy upon being watered by God. (65:13).  
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*PLEASE NOTE* that in an attempt to update our youth and volunteer records we are  
asking all households with children AND all adult volunteers with Faith Formation and Youth 
to share the appropriate information needed on a google spreadsheet using this  
QR code.  

 

February 24-26th Middle and High School Youth who registered and will be attending the 
NC Synod LYO event in Greensboro, NC.      

Details about the event can be found at:  
https://nclutheran.org/events/lyo-assembly/  
 
 

February 19th is our “Sunday for Service” during CONNECT!  This will coincide with a 
youth project happening later that afternoon from 1:00-5:00 p.m.. Our middle and high school 
youth will be baking for several hours in the kitchen making “ready to heat” frozen meals that 
can be given away to folks during time of illness, following surgeries, after bringing home a 
new baby, or after the death of a loved one in their family. Meals that will be prepped will  

include chicken pot pies, beef & hash brown bakes, and ham casseroles with broccoli and rice.  
 
We will need your help to provide and then to prep some of the ingredients needed to make 

these meals on February 19th. Jeanne Proefrock has the recipes and will tell you what groceries we need!  Please contact Jean 

via her email at racinstripes@gmail.com to receive the supply items you need to purchase. 

From  
Pastor Vern 

“Give, and it will be given to you ~ Luke 6:38 

Sunday, February 12th is a “noisy offering” Sunday!   
 

We will make a joyful noise with pennies,  
nickels, dimes, quarters and any change that 
“jingles.”  
 

This offering will be collected as a part of the 
children’s message.  So, set reminders on your phones, dig 
through couches, empty cup holders, and look under dressers 
for some change!  This special offering  
collection will be given to  
“God’s Global Barnyard.” 
 
Be sure to bring your “change” to 
church on Sunday, February 12  

and make a joyful noise!  

https://nclutheran.org/events/lyo-assembly/
mailto:racinstripes@gmail.com
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Our 2023 WINTER CHILI COOK-OFF EVENT! 
16 pots of chili were entered into competition at the Chili Cook-off.   

60 people were in attendance and enjoyed food, fun, fellowship, and trivia.   
The night ended with the following winners: 
Best Vegetarian – Pastor Dave and Nina Keck 

Most Creative – Ellen McAndrew 
Best Overall – Wes Enroth 

People’s Choice – Jeanne Proefrock 
Trivia – Team Just Chili 
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                                 Lent 2023 
February 19, Sunday of The Transfiguration of our Lord will include:  
+ “Farewell to Alleluia” as we keep the ancient practice of fasting from singing or  
     speaking “alleluia” through the forty days of Lent. 
+ Special choral anthems in keeping with the glory of the Transfiguration. 
 
February 21 Shrove Tuesday Pancakes at St. Mark’s: 
6:00pm in the Family Life Center. 
 
February 22 ASH WEDNESDAY – Worship Times 10:00am and 7:00pm.   
Will include the Imposition of Ashes 
We begin the 40 day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and repentance.  
Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At the same 
time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism with the 
promise of forgiveness of sins, victory over death and the devil, and life eternal.  
 

6 SUNDAYS IN LENT  February 26-April 2  
MORNING WORSHIP 8:30am and 10:30am 
“Let the same mind be in your that was in Christ Jesus.”  
(Philippians 2:5 from the reading on Palm/Passion Sunday, April 2)  
Sundays in Lent include a rich palette of Bible stories in which the people of God both strive and fail to live  
faithfully into the mind of Christ. Yet, the grace of God provides a never-ending spring of encouragement,  
forgiveness, hope and resurrection! Thanks be to God! 
 
SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP & Youth Events ALL 4 Sundays of March: 
note: Youth (middle school & high school) - Rivers and Seas will meet at 4:00 p.m.  
Congregation:      +Dinner for all worshippers: 5:00pm 
                             +Worship Service at 6:00pm 
 
Weekday Lenten Class Options: 
+ ZOOM Tuesdays 7:00-8:00pm. March 7- April 4. Book Study led by Pastor Dave. 
“Life Together” by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Executed on April 9, 1945 in Flossenburg Concentration Camp, Life To-
gether is from his “underground seminary” classes of 1939. Participants need their own book or pdf download. Con-
tact Pastor Dave for ZOOM link. 
 
+ OR In-Person “Life Together” Wednesdays, March 8-April 5, 10:00am Book Study.  
St. Mark’s Conference Room. Participants need their own book or pdf download. 
 
Beer and Bible with Pastor Vern  on Thursday evenings: 
Feb 16, March 2, March 16, March 30 and April 27—Pastor Vern will communicate the gathering location 
 
First Communion Classes  - Pastor Dave will provide details, dates and times 
   

 
 HOLY WEEK OFFERINGS: 
+ Maundy Thursday, April 6. 7:00pm Worship with Holy Communion 
+ Good Friday, April 7. The Crucifixion of our Lord 
   Worship times: 12:00 Noon and 7:00pm 
 

                                       
 
 EASTER SUNDAY, The Resurrection of our Lord 
 +   7:00-7:30am Sunrise Worship 
 +   7:30am Breakfast in the FLC 
 +    8:30am and 10:30am Festival Worship 
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January: Chewy Granola Bars 
February: Pudding Cups 
March: Juice Box/pouches               
April: Beans & Franks-8 oz 
May: Ravioli (flip top cans) 
June: Oatmeal, variety pack 
July: Crackers (variety pack) 
August: Ramen Noodles 
September: Pop Tarts 
October: Lg. Chef Boyardee 
Nov: Fruit & Applesauce Cups 
December: Vienna Sausages 

Our COMMUNITY MINISTRY COMMITTEE will meet on Wednes-
day, February 1st 6:30 p.m. in the church conference room. Anyone interest-
ed in serving our community and church is welcome to join us! Contact 
Marilyn Boardman at  Marilynb203@gmail.com.    
 
CHRISTIAN MISSION FOOD DRIVE: St. Mark’s supported this project with 9 
volunteers. We collected over 350 lbs. of food, and over 550 items. This sounds like 
a large amount of food but the need is great. We still need to keep this non-profit in 
our thoughts and prayers and ACTION. 

 
VALENTINES: Thanks to everyone who contributed Valentines for the 44 in need 
students at Park View. This enables all students to be inclusive.  

 
The FELLOWSHIP GROUP monthly luncheon and  

meeting will be held on Thursday, February 16 at 12:00 noon 
in the Family Life Center.  Please come...share a dish  to pass 
if you are able. Invite a friend to come with you. 
It’s great company and hearts are warmed! 
 

FOOD for DAYS: Community Ministry depends on the caring hearts of our 
congregation to support FOOD for DAYS MINISTRY and other   
programs. We have heard many stories of  how the children depend on this 
food to get through the weekend.  Our “pack back girl” tells you the item we 
are collecting each month.   
Let’s fill the box!   February is pudding cups. 
 

  

 

     
 

 

And the need continues.  Did you know the cost for one 
child for the school year is approximately $250.00 (or any 
amount your  heart dictates)?  Please keep this ministry in 
your hearts and minds and pray for these children and the 
children all over the nation that need assistance.  
 

You may use a pew envelope indicating FOOD for DAYS  
on the envelope and on your check and place in the offering 
plate.           

CHARLOTTE CHECKERS HOCKEY TEAM EVENT!  
 
Have you ever been to a professional hockey game?  
Our Lutheran Men in Mission is going to have an outing! 
  
When: Saturday, March 25th  

Where: Bojangles Coliseum in Charlotte, 2700 E. Independence Blvd, Charlotte 

 
 

A sign-up sheet is available in the narthex and the church office hallway.            
The deadline to sign up will be Sunday, February 26th. All men and family  
members are invited to attend.  Tickets will be $25 dollars per person (more info on 

obtaining your tickets will come after February 26).   

If you have questions please contact Chris Isetts (cell: 828-320-7254). 

mailto:marilynb203@gmail.com
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   HANDS On Committee          
    Our motto: Hands Are Needed for Devoted Service 
     Meets Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m. in the Family Life Center  
               Come when you can and leave when you need to.   

               Just come! 
 

As 2023 has started Hands has a buy agenda:  
 

* We began 2023 with a visit from Linus Project Coordinator, Sherry Klepher,  
to discuss our next trip to Living Waters. They are needing our help to 
make more plastic sleeping mats! A finished plastic sleeping mat is a 
process with several steps. Many of the steps do not require any 
knowledge of sewing. If you are interested in helping please let us know.  

 
 
* We are currently finishing quilts that will be  
returned to Linus Project for children in several  
surrounding counties.  
 

We are always making blankets, scarves, ponchos and hats.  
 
 

*We will be collecting Easter Baskets and Easter items every Sunday in March.  We will 
ask that the basket, basket items (or both) be left on the end of your pew during 
those Sundays. It’s important that the items fit in the basket. Some examples are 
small books that tell the story of Easter, a cross, bubbles, Easter eggs, crayons, 
stuffed bunny (small). These are just a few suggestions. On the last Sunday in 
February we will share during a church chat more about the Easter baskets for 
the community of Living Waters. 
 
Hands On Team, Shelby Westmoreland  
Contact: Shelby Westmoreland at 704-662-4630 or  shelbyw1952@gmail.com 
Love One Another! 
 

 

 

A life-saving reminder: there is a defibrillator available in both  
buildings.  The main building has one in the closet outside the  
office area.  The Family Live Center has one in the foyer  
closet.   Stay well, be safe and be ready to help some 
one should we ever have  someone in a situation of need .   
 

Don’t forget—dial 9-1-1 if necessary.  What our defibrillators actually look like. 
                                                              

mailto:shelbyw1952@gmail.com
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Those who serve in the military:  
Wyatt Leik & Dalton Leik grandsons of Janet & Mike 
Smeltz; Aaron Whitlow, Drew Jones, Erik Crowder and 
Tommy Upshaw.                                                                                                                          
 

Members: : Martha Scruggs; Janet Frazier; John 
Roseman; Viola Wenzel; Barbara Williams; Teresa 
Sloop, Jack Altman, Marilyn Boardman, David Keck,  

                                        Sr., Milbert Kurtz, Duncan McDuffie, Liz Whitlow. 
 

Friends & Family:  Dianne (Michelle Kowatschitsch’s friend’s sister); Laura 
(friend of Pastor Vern & Mandy); Dennis Abraham, cousin of Mitch Abraham; 
Ginger Damato (cancer; aunt of Candace Lagerhausen); Steve (father of a neighbor; 
Michelle Kowatschitsch); Tim Cook (friend of Barbara Erskine); Carol Woldmoe 
(friend/neighbor of Carol Martz); David Martz (nephew of Carol Martz); Donald 
Hepler (sister’s husband of Barbara Overcash); Lynn 
Decarlo. 
 
 
 
 
We extend our Christian Sympathy and prayers to the family and friends in the 
month of January : 
 * Boots Manley at her death on January 3 
 * Mandy Kinard, at the death of her grandmother Dolores “MawMaw” Huffman  
    Propst on January 3 
 * Barbara Overcash at the death of Donald Kiker (her sister-in-law’s brother) 
 * Jeff Proefrock at the death of his “Granny” Audrey Harrison 
 

SHEPHERD  
OF THE WEEK  

    
   

  2/5        Linda Clark 
  2/12      Pam Core 
  2/19      Judy Fletcher 
  2/26      Sharon Gombotz      
    
  

Please contact Susan Bostian at 
sjbostian1@gmail.com if you 
have questions about your 
“shepherd” role.  

FEBUARY 
ALTAR  
FLOWERS 
 
2/5    Cindy Wilkins 
2/12   Larry Davis      
2/19     
2/26 
 

      
Providing flowers on the Altar  
is a great way to remember or  
honor a loved one or special 
occasion.  Please check the 
Flower Chart in church office 
hallway or call the office to 
check availability and select  
a date (704-664-5474). 
 
 

REMINDER: you can share  
the same week with someone 
or share flowers two weeks in 
a row.  
 
Mark the flower calendar 
and/ or call the church office. 
 

 
 
 

New Members Classes  
in February 

 
Interested in joining  

St. Mark’s, to learn more 
about this congregation  

and meeting more people?  
 
Join us for conversation on the 

following Sundays: 
     February 5, 12, and 19  
  from 9:40 a.m.-10:20 a.m. 
 

We will meet in the FLC 
(Family Life Center).  

 
Contact Pastor Dave at 

dave@saintmarkslutheran.com 
for more information. 

 

St. Mark’s Columbarium  
Information 

 

Columbarium Niche reservations 
applications are now being taken.  

 
Applications are available in the 
church office or through the link 
shown below.  For applications  

received through February 28, 2023, 
the reservation fee is discounted to 

$2,000 per niche.  
 
After that date, the reservation fee 
increases to $2,200 per niche.  If you 
have questions, please contact David 
Wagoner at dlwagon-
er123@gmail.com or (704) 302-
3301.    
 
Link to the online application HERE. 

mailto:sjbostian1@gmail.com
mailto:dave@saintmarkslutheran.com
mailto:dlwagoner123@gmail.com
mailto:dlwagoner123@gmail.com
https://www.saintmarkslutheran.com/uploads/1/0/3/4/103421972/st._marks_columbarium_application_and_guidelines_10-11-2022_2.pdf
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 DECEMBER Attendance 

Date 8:30 10:30 Online 

12/4     99 94 158 

12/11 123 102 316 

12/18 109 102 212 

12/24 

150 
(5pm) 

148 

(730pm 

111 
(1030pm) 

196 

12/25 
  
      — 

57 
(10am) 

162 

    

  JANUARY Attendance 

Date 8:30 10:30 Online 

1/1     
102 

(10:00) 
198 

1/8 94 92 154 

1/15 91 95 242 

1/22 96 85  

1/29    

    

Finance Report Update 

 DEC YTD 
12/31/2022 

Budgeted  $  55,458  $  662,276 

Giving $   49,307 $   562,784 

Expenses $   78,066 $   620,857 

Giving less 
Expenses 

$  (28,759) $   (58,073)  

“We know that all things work together for good for those 
who love God, who are called according to his purpose.”                                                                       
– Romans 8:28  

A STEWARDSHIP NOTE:                 

EXISTING ELECTRONIC GIVERS      
If you still receive offering envelopes and no longer need them, please call the office to opt 
out of receiving them.  
 

Did you increase your pledge?  Please call Dawn Barone in the office to change your 
amount or send her an email.  She cannot change your giving amount without your  
permission. 
  

NEW ELECTRONIC GIVERS 
First, thank you.  There are 3 methods for electronic giving.   
1.  Bill Pay through your bank.  
2.  Vanco – setup through Dawn Barone in the office (email or call her for the form) 
3. Tithely – QR code that is provided in the bulletin.  This can be setup as a  

                          reoccurring payment.                              
               Dawn  Barone: 704-664-5474 ext.408; dawn@saintmarkslutheran.com 

mailto:dawn@saintmarkslutheran.com
mailto:dawn@saintmarkslutheran.com
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Annoyed by RMD (Required Minimum Distributions)?   
Note: This applies to you if you are over 70½ years old  

(in 2022 this requirement changes to 72½ years old).  
 

Decades ago, when you began saving for retirement, probably no one told you that you cannot keep       
retirement funds in your account indefinitely. You generally have to start taking withdrawals from your 
IRA, Simple IRA, SEP IRA, or retirement plan account when you reach age 70½.   
 
If you are blessed enough to have enough income or savings that you wish you didn’t have to withdraw 

from your IRAs AND then have to pay income taxes on the withdraw, you may want to consider this. 
 
You can directly transfer your Required Minimum Distribution (or any portion of it) to a charity to meet 
the IRS requirement AND pay no income taxes on the distribution donated to charity. In the case of St. 
Mark’s simply use the information on the stock donation form to transfer funds directly to St. Mark’s TD 
Ameritrade Account. Also, make sure to follow the instructions, so we apply your donation as you        
intended. Contact, Dawn Barone, Darla Steinert or myself and we will get you that form.   
 
Remember, if you withdraw funds from your IRA and then gift it to a charity you will have to pay income 
taxes on the withdraw.   
 
A special thank you to Ed Walther, who approached me about RMDs and suggested I investigate any 
tax benefits to donations through RMDs.  If you have any questions about how you could take advantage 
of this, please contact your financial advisor.  If you don’t have one, I will do my best to assist you or you 
can contact my financial advisor, Brett McCarthy at Merrill Lynch Wealth Management 239.948.8109. 
Thank you for investing in our Lord’s ministry at St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church! 
 

+  + + + + 
 

Are All Funds Giving to Charitable Organization (St. Mark’s included)  
always Tax Deductible? 

 

You might be surprised that the answer is no.  Yes, all regular offerings to St. Mark’s are 100% tax        
deductible. However, funds giving to a charity in which you receive something in return are not 100% tax 
deductible.   
 
For example, let’s say you attend a charitable organization’s gala and silent auction. For example, let’s say 
the admission cost is $125 and the charity provides a stated value of a meal and entertainment of $50.  
How much of the  admission fee is tax deductible? The amount more than the value you received, or 
$75.00. Likewise, if you attend an event that you pay to “defray the cost” of the event, most likely none of 
the payment is tax deductible. 
 

Have you ever noticed on your quarterly contributions statement from St. Mark’s it states, “NO GOODS 
OR SERVICES WERE PROVIDED TO THE DONOR OTHER THAN INTANGILE RELIGIOUS  
BENEFITS”?  In other words, giving to the regular offering, special appeals, or endowment are 100% tax 

deductible. However, though paying for attendance to an event normally is not and will not show on your 
quarterly Contributions Statement. 
 
I hope you find the above information helpful. Thank you for generously giving of your time, talents  
and treasure.   
 
God’s Peace. 
Mark Relyea 
Finance Committee & Assistant Treasurer 

tel:239.948.8109
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Adventures and Discoveries with Jesus 
submitted by Kathy Jo McLean 

 

Do you love stepping into a new journey or adventure?  I sure do!!  
Last year was full of many opportunities for both personal and spiritual journeys  

along with some fun, exciting, and adventure filled road trips.   
One road trip has given me pause for a lot of thought and reflection.   

 
Late June we traveled to Washington D.C. with family and friends.  Most of our group drove on Sunday. 
Since Charlie’s other grandparents were in town, we left on Monday. Our day began with an early  
morning breakfast with Ellen, Mike, and Charlie. After breakfast we transferred Ellen and Charlie’s  
luggage to our SUV, said goodbye to Mike, and headed north on I-77 taking the scenic drive to DC.  We 
made a pit stop and later stopped for lunch at a Chic-fil-A in Staunton, Virginia. While we were in line a 
family came in with two young boys.  Mom and one of the boys headed to the restroom while Dad and 
the other brother joined the line behind us.  I recognized the mom. It felt weird wanting to ask her if we 
had met at a conference in Atlanta in 2019. But probably not as weird as the question I did ask her  
husband.  Admitting it was a random question, I asked if they were at Cracker Barrel in Mooresville that 
morning.  After a strange look he said, “in North Carolina?” I said yes and explained that I recognized his 
wife from this morning. They were being seated as we were finishing breakfast, and we were on our way 
to Washington D.C. He shared they had been in Charlotte at a ball tournament for their sons and stopped 
in Mooresville, and were heading home to Leesburg, Virginia. We had a laugh, placed our orders, and 
went our own ways.  While waiting on our food, I stopped by their table to say hello to the Mom for a 
brief minute….it really felt weird, but it was weirder to not speak with her.  I think we both felt weird at 
how our paths had crossed and shared a nervous laugh. We wished each other safe travels knowing our 
paths would split a few miles down the road, but we did not introduce ourselves.   
 

It was one of those  random and crazy moments we all have…or was it? 
 
I have no idea why our paths crossed that day, but I know there was a purpose. Why did I notice her in 
Mooresville and recognize her again a few hours down the road? Was God using this experience to teach 
us something? Was God using this experience to send either of us a message? Was God using this  
experience to remind us that He is in the middle of all the details of our lives?  I don’t know the answers 
to any of these and believe the questions are more important than the answers. It’s in the asking and  
reflecting that we dig deeper and discover Jesus in unexpected ways that we could never discover by 
simply kicking up some sand along our path.  
 
In a few short weeks we begin our annual journey from the solemnness of Ash Wednesday to the  
excitement of the Easter Morning Sunrise! For many years part of my Lenten journey has included 
“fasting” or giving up something, usually chocolate or some other sweet treat, giving more time to Bible 
Study, or slowing down to spend more time with others. For the first time I have no idea what I’ll “do” 
for Lent.  There are some new roads ahead and I’m holding space for discovery rather than doing what 
I’ve always done. What I do know is that Jesus will be with me every step of the way and that will be the 
adventure. 
 

As you travel through Lent will you take the same familiar route?  
Or will you take a different road  

and fully experience the many discoveries along the way?    
 
 
Jeremiah 29:13 - You will seek me and find me  
when you seek me with all your heart. 
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 When:  Wednesday, February 8 
 Time: 11:30 a.m.                 

  Location:   Joe Fish Casual Seafood     

  510 River Highway, Mooresville 28117  
 

RSVPs are due by Monday,  February 6, to Mary Ann 
Barbee at 703-926-1563 or email her at  

mabarbee@gmail.com.  This really helps to determine 
the number of tables needed to accommodate attendees.  
Fellowship, friendships and faith.  All are welcome! Did I 

mention they have delightful desserts?! 
 

Please text or email your RSVP and include your name when 

responding.   
 

In the future, regular attendees will receive a reminder email. If 

you are new to Ladies Lunch Bunch please call the church office 
with your email address for future notifications. We meet for 

fellowship and a meal on the 2nd Wednesday of the month.  

 
If you are able please bring a donation for the Foods for Days 
Back Pack Ministry. February is Pudding Cups 

Sunday February 5 

7:30 a.m.—FLC  

 Sunday morning 

breakfast meal 

 Monthly meeting 

business updates 

 Valentines’ Brkft 

      Sat, 2/11 details 

 2023 community  

      outreach initiatives 

 March hockey 

game details 

 Come! Be fed and 
nourished by food,  

      fellowship and the  

      Word of God! 
 

Contact Chris Isetts if  you 
have  questions. 

MARTHA CIRCLE: 
Will meet on Monday,  

February 27 at 9:00 a.m. 
in the church  

conference room 
Please contact  

Patty Schmid at 
schmidsrus@aol.com 

Beer & Bible Study  
You are welcome 
at the table as  
we gather for  
conversation at 
7:00 p.m. on:  
 
Thursday,  
February 16 
Pastor Vern will   
communicate the location 

Men’s Bible Study: under the  
leadership of our men we gather and 
grow in fellowship through a meal 
and Bible Study. All are welcome! 
 

When: 1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month  
(this month’s dates are February 7th & 21) 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Location: Barcelona Burger & Beer  
Garden  
Discussion topic:  
The book of Acts  
(The Acts of the Apostles).   

 

Come gather for the great 

food,   

fellowship and opportunity to learn. about 
witnessing, the church, the Holy Spirit, prayer 

and beginning and growth of the Christian 

church. Contact Colin Davis if you have 
questions.  

 
Let’s Get 

Acquainted! 
 
 

If you interested in speaking with 
our pastors and are learning more 
about the St. Mark’s community 
of faith and/or are considering 

becoming a St. Mark’s member  
please contact Pastor Dave at 

dave@saintmarkslutheran.com  
or call the church office at  

704-664-5474.     

                  
Pastor Dave Keck‘s Wednesday morning Bible 
Study on the Gospel of Matthew via ZOOM  
continues on Wednesday mornings from  
10:00 – 11:00 a.m. through February 15. Please 
contact dave@saintmarkslutheranchurch.com to 
sign up and receive the ZOOM Link and join in 

mailto:mabarbee@gmail.com
mailto:schmidsrus@aol.com
mailto:dave@saintmarkslutheran.com
mailto:dave@saintmarkslutheranchurch.com


 

 

 
 
 

 

PRESCHOOL NEWS! 
Hello St. Mark’s Friends!!   

 

Love is in the air in the 
preschool.  

 
We are talking about loving our 

neighbors as ourselves.  
 

We will be collecting canned goods 
and other non-perishable items for 

the whole month of February to 
donate to our neighbors in need.  

 
If you would like to help out please 

place items on the table in the  
Old Fellowship Hall.   

Our goal is to collect at least 500 
items to donate. 

 
We ask that you continue to pray 
for the health and safety of all of 

our students and staff at St. Mark's. 
 

Love in Christ~ Stephanie  
Preschool no. 704-746-9804 
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MARCH 2023 MARKER  

Monthly newsletter  
submissions        

(articles, calendar dates, 

events, etc.)  

are due 

FEBRUARY  15  
to meet our preparation and  

 distribution deadline  
 

If you have questions and/or 

submittals please  

contact Darla Steinert at  
darla@saintmarkslutheran.com.   

 

“Thank you” in advance  

for the timely   

submission of your content. 

 
 
 
 

  
A One-Day Retreat will be held on March 

18th from 9:00am-2:00pm  
at Sharon Lutheran Church  

in Statesville, North Carolina 
 

The program will be on  
"Becoming a Butterfly".   

The cost is $10.00 and includes your lunch.   
 

Sign-up sheets will be on  
the WELCA Bulletin Board. The deadline to 

register is March 5th.   
 

Please reach out to Lorri Monterose at  
monterosewelding@aol.com 
if you would like to carpool. 

 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Men in Mission LMM) will be hosting our 
annual  VALENTINE’S BREAKFAST  for the women of our 
church on Saturday, February 11 from  9:00 am to 11:00 am 
at the Family Life Center.  

 

Come ladies, moms, daughters, aunts, grandmas, girls, et t al...!  
Our cooks will be provided by our own St. Mark’s Lutheran Men 
in Mission (LMM) as well! 

 

Imagine a Breakfast with Heart Shaped  
Biscuits,  O MY!  

With eggs, sausage, bacon, hash browns  
and more, O MY!  

 

Women and girls of all ages you are in for a treat!  Not only are you 
being treated to a delicious breakfast meal by the LMM, it wouldn't be 
Valentine's Day without chocolate!  After breakfast, Lorri Monterose 
will be serving a chocolate dessert and she'll demonstrate how to make 
the dessert.  We'll have lots of Door Prizes to give away before going 
home with our bellies full and our sweet tooth satisfied.  
 
SIGN UP sheets available are available in the church narthex, church 
office hallway table, FLC bulletin board and the WELCA bulletin 
board. 
 
It wouldn't be Valentine's Day without chocolate!   
After breakfast, Lorri Monterose will be serving 
 a chocolate dessert and she'll demonstrate how to  
make the dessert.  We'll have lots of Door Prizes  
to give away before going home with our bellies  
full and our sweet tooth satisfied.  

mailto:darla@saintmarkslutheran.com
mailto:monterosewelding@aol.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3    Jason & Dana Meadows, 22 yrs. 

4    Woody & Tammy Parker, 39yrs. 

4    Mary & Dennis York, 51 yrs.  

7    Mike & Patty Schmid, 47 yrs. 

11  Marc & Natalie Wulf, 6 yrs. 

11  Roger & Jackie Moore, 56 yrs. 

12  Ben & Lisa (Leal) Ontiveros, 24 yrs. 

15  Bart & Tonya Mays, 31 yrs. 

16  Craig & Mitsi Upshaw, 43 yrs. 

19  Kauko & Judy Aro, 30 yrs. 

19  Bill & Cindy West, 40 yrs. 

28  Floyd & Phyllis Witherspoon, 64 yrs, 
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1 Winn Haire 

2 Sylvia Johnson 

4 Jim Chelgren 

4 Donna Enroth 

5 Allison Gray 

5     Jeanne  Proefrock 

6 Vera Humphrey 

6 Tyler Stevens 

7 Barbara Williams 

8     Cameron Cline 

9 Brantley Horton 

11    Matt Cline 

12 Kayla  Morrison 

13 Lynn Carlson 

14 Madison Joy 

14    Michelle Kowatschitsch 

15 Roger Castoral 

15    Cooper Grebe 

15    Wyatt Miller 

16    Ashley Enroth 

18  Zeb Corbett 

18 Jim Lown  

18 Aaron Meadows 

20 Brooks Dubay 

21 Landon Webb 

22    Brittany Richardson 

22    Tristan Tidwell 

22 Ryan Wilke 

23 Charlie Barone 

23  Frances Gamewell 

23 Reston Goethals 

23    Phil Goudreault 

23 Craig Upshaw 

24 John Kline 

24 Patty Schmid 

25 Katelyn Dorn 

25 Chris Isetts 

 

(Birthdays continued) 

 

26   Heather Grebe 

26   Kaylin Hillman  

26 Ryan Truesdell 

27 Stephen Hays 

27 Ethan Kraft 

28 Haley Gill 

28 Sharon Gombotz 

 

2023 CALENDAR 
 

The 2023 church activities calendar is  available in the 
church office.  This serves as our visual means to post our 
church activities and room reservations for meetings and 
special events.  This is also where we get information to 
put into our on weekly bulletin announcements, online  
Facebook posts and our monthly MARKER  newsletters.  
 

Our church office needs to stay abreast of what’s  
happening in our busy church and ensure folks have a 
place to conduct their meetings and  activities.   
 

Remember to touch base with the needs to use the  
Family Life Center to conduct regular usage and  
special activity requests as events arise during the year. 
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10:30 a.m.  
Worship   

February 5 
 

February 12 February 19 February 26  

Close Church 
(for the month) 

Susan Bostian 

Usher(s) (for the month) 
 

David Wagoner, Keith Stenbeck and Jeremy Kraft 
 

Greeter Carol 
Martz 

Brenda 
Joyce 

Dawn  
Barone 

Susan 
Bostian 

 

Acolyte Reagan  
Goethals 

Mackenzie 
Proefrock & 
Karlee Koehler 

Maggie  
Koehler 

Karlee 
Koehler 

 

Lector 
 

Catherine 
Tyree 

Judy 
Fletcher 

Viki 
West 

Maggie  
Koehler 

 

Shepherd of the  
Week 

Linda Clark Pam Core Judy  
Fletcher 

Sharon  
Gombotz 

 

Communion Assistant Ben  
Stenback 

Susan  
Bostian 

Viki 
West 

Maggie  
Koehler 

 

Counters Colin Davis & Larry Davis 

Altar Flowers Cindy 
Wilkins 

Larry Davis    

Worship Servants are vital to the ministry of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church.  

If you are unable to fill your worship servant roll, please arrange for a       
substitute to take your place and notify the office.  

8:30  a.m.  
Worship  

February 5 
 

February 12 February 19 February 26  

Open Church 
(for the month) 

   Pastor Dave   / Pastor Vern  
 

Usher(s) for the month) 
 

Allen Sloop, Tim Mattingly, Bill West and Jeff Shoe 

Greeter Sharon  
Gombotz 

Grebe  
Family 

Susan  
Haire 

Allison  
Gray 

 

Acolyte Cooper Grebe/ 
Keegan Tidwell 

Max Grace/ 
Madison Joy 

Macie and  
Finley Cline 

Max  
Grace 

 

Lector Jessica 
Fitzgerald 

Sharon  
Gombotz 

Tom 
Monterose 

Max  
Grace 

 

Communion Assistant 
 

Susan 
Uzarski 
 

Mark 
Relyea 

Macie and 
Finley Cline 

Max 
Grace 

 

                                          FEBRUARY 2023 WORSHIP SERVANTS   CHECK NAMES 



 

 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
454 Fieldstone Road 

Mooresville, NC 28117 
Pastor Dave Keck 

Pastor Vern Kinard 
704-664-5474 

www.saintmarkslutheran.com 

2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       Note: Pastor 
Vern will be out 
of the office 
from 1/31-2/10 
 
 

 
 

 1 10:-11 a.m. Pastor 

Dave Gospel of  
Matthew Bible Study  
ZOOM 
 

6:30 Community  

Ministry Meeting-onf 
room 
7:00 Adult Choir  
7:30 FellowshipBB FLC 

2 

TOTS 12-1 FLC 
 
 
6:30—8:00 p.m. FLC 

B. Stevens B-ball 
 
 

3 

 
 
 
 
 
6:30-8:30 pm  FLC 
Mooresville Jr Cotillion 

4 
 

5 7:30  LMM breakfast 

        meeting-FLC 

8:30  in-person  worship  
w/ Livestream 
9:30  CONNECT 

9:30 Adult 1 Bible Study-
(Book of Job) conf room 
9:40-10:20  New Members 
class-FLC 

10:30  in-person worship 
11:30  Instrum Ensemble 

6 

Ladies Lunch Bunch 
RSVP due (see pg. 11) 
 
 

   
 

6:30  Executive  
Committee-conf room 
 

7-9:30 LNBB FLC 
 

7  
12:30  Hands On- FLC 
 

 
 
NO YTWPV 
 

7:00 Men’s Bible Study  
    @ Barcelona’s 
7:00 Adult Handbells 

8 10:00-11:00 a.m. 

Pastor Dave Gospel of 
Matthew Bible Study - 
ZOOM 
11:30 Ladies Lunch 

Bunch  
 
 
7:00 Adult Choir  

7:30 Fellowship  
Basketball FLC 

9 

TOTS 12-1 FLC 
 
 
 

 
 
 
6:30—8:00 p.m. FLC 

B. Stevens B-ball 

10 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
6:30-8:30 pm  FLC 

Mooresville Jr Cotillion 
 

11 
 
 
 
9-11 am LMM/

WELCA 
Ladies Valentine 
Breakfast-FLC 
(see page 12) 

12 Noisy  Offering 

Day (see page 2) 

8:30 in-person worship  

    w/ Livestream 
9:30  CONNECT 
9:30 Adult1 class-conf  rm 
9:40-10:20  New Members 

class-FLC 
10:30  iin-person worship 
11:30  Instrum Ensemble 

13  
 
 
 
 

6:30  Church Council 
Meeting-conf room 
 
7-9:30 LNBB FLC 

 

14 
12:30  Hands On-FLC 
 
 
 

 
7:00 Adult Handbells 

15 March 

MARKER   
submissions due 

10-11 am  Pastor Dave 
Gospel of Matthew 

Bible Study-ZOOM 
 

5:30-NEST in FLC 
7:00 Adult Choir  

7:30 Fellowship   
Basketball FLC 

16 
TOTS 12-1  FLC 
 

12:00  Fellowship  
Group  Lunch & 
 Meeting - FLC 

 
 
 
 

7:00  pm Beer & Bible 

w/  Pastor Vern  

17 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
6:30-8:30 pm  FLC 

Mooresville Jr Cotillion 

18 

198:30  in-person 

worship  w/ Livestream 
9:30 CONNECT  
9:30 Adult1 Bible Study- 
    conf room 

9:40-10:20  New Members 
class-FLC 
10:30  in-person worship 
11:30  Instrum Ensemble 

1-5pm Middle HS Youth-
FLC “Sunday for Service” 

20 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

No LN Big Band  
 

21 
12:30  HandsO n-FLC 
 
 
6:00 Shrove Tuesday 

Pancake Supper—FLC 
 
7:00 Men’s Bible Study 
at Barcelonas 

 
7:00 Adult Handbells 

22 ASH 

WEDNESDAY 
SERVICES 

10am &  7pm  w/ 
Imposition of 
ashes 
 

Choir  rehearsal after 

7pm service 
7:30 Fellowship  
Basketball FLC  

23 

TOTS 12-1 FLC 
 

24 
 
2/24-2/26 NC Synod 
NYO Youth  conf– 
Middle//HS youth-PV 

 
 
 
2:00-10:00 p.m. 

Mooresville 
Intermediate  PTSO 

25 
 
Youth conference 
continued 

 

26 LENT 1 

8:30  in-person 
worship  w/ Livestream 
9:30 CONNECT 
9:30 Adult1 Bible Study- 

    Conf room 
10:30  in-person worship 
11:30  Instrum Ensemble 
 

Youth Conference return 

27 
9:00  Martha Circle (conf 
room) 
 
 

 
 
7-9:30 LNBB FLC 

28 
12:30  Hands On-FLC 
 
6:00  Worship & Music 
Committee Meeting 

CONFIRM 
 
7:00 Adult Handbells 

 
 

  Looking ahead to 
March,: Daylight 
Savings Time 
begins on Sunday, 
March 12, 2023 at 
2:00 A.M. On Sat 
night, March 11,  
clocks are ser 
forward one hour! 
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454 FIELDSTONE ROAD   

MOORESVILLE, NC 28115 

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
454 Fieldstone Road 

Mooresville, NC 28115 
www.saintmarkslutheran.com 

  

Pastor: Dave Keck 
Associate Pastor: Vern Kinard 

Sunday Schedule 
8:30 a.m. In Person &  Livestream 

9:30 CONNECT—Faith Formation for all ages 
10:30 a.m. In Person Worship 

Office Phone, ext. 409 ………. 704-664-5474 

  

Preschool, ext. 403 ………….. 
Stephanie Mattingly  

704-746-9804  
director@saintmarkslutheranpreschool.com 

Church E-Mail……………….. office@saintmarkslutheran.com 

Pastor Dave Keck, ext. 406 …. dave@saintmarkslutheran.com 

Pastor Vern Kinard, ext. 2407. . . vern@saintmarkslutheran.com  

Director of Music Ministries, 
ext. 405, Lisa Combs ……… 

 
lisa@saintmarkslutheran.com 

Office Hours  9 a.m. - 5  p.m. ~ Monday - Friday 
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