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 The LORD bless you and keep you. 
The LORD make His countenance (face) to shine upon you and give you grace. 

The LORD lift up His countenance towards you and grant you peace. 
Numbers 6:24-26 

  
Happy New Year! The year 2023 begins with a benediction!   This familiar benediction has long been spoken and 
sung by the church (and Jewish communities) to conclude worship, even funerals. So this blessing stands at both the 
beginning and end of our life with God and in the world. And these are the first words we read from the Bible on the 
first day and first Sunday of 2023. 
  
While the priestly sons of Aaron are speaking these words in Numbers, or perhaps your pastors at St. Mark’s, it is only 
God that really knows how to bless us, and only God knows what we truly need in our lives at any given time, espe-
cially as we journey into a new year, new week, and new day. Years ago a person left worship on Sunday morning say-
ing, “Pastor, all week long I feel like people are mean to me, put me down or bless me out. The reason I come here is to 
hear that word of blessing at the end of church, to hear God’s blessing to me.” 
  
Each line of blessing in Numbers 6, begins with God (“the LORD” – YHWH) as subject, and each line is progressively 
longer (three, five, seven Hebrew words). In addition to the three times the name “the Lord” is spoken, there are only 
twelve Hebrew words, which may signify the twelve tribes (and perhaps our 12 months of the year). 
  
God’s blessings are filled with God’s favor, promises, power, and His presence. God loves to bless His people and 
there is enormous power in the blessings of God. Interestingly, the “you” in each statement of blessing is singular so that 
“grace” and “peace” are blessings to “you” through a face-to-face (countenance-blessing) relationship God has with 
each of us. Lastly, in verse 27, the putting of God’s name on the people is to remind each person, each blessed one of 
us, that each person of faith wears and bears God’s holy name so that we can share the blessings of God with others.   
  
Back in the day when “bag boys” in grocery stores put your items in paper bags, one of the baggers was a young man 
with Down Syndrome named Johnny. Every night he would come up with a “Blessing for the Day,” print out multiple 
copies, and drop one in people’s grocery bags as they checked out. Day after day more and more people started lining up 
to have Johnny bag their groceries. The manager called to open more lanes, but then realized that people were not going 
to them. He went up to one customer standing in the long line and said, “Excuse me, but there is another checkout open. 
Would you like to use it instead of standing here in this line?” The lady turned to him and said “No thank you.” He 
asked why and the woman said, “Because Johnny is working as the bagger for this checkout, and I want his Blessing for 
the Day.” Soon every checkout was including Johnny’s Blessing for the Day, but it did not stop there. It revolutionized 
the whole store. Employees started going out of their way to find ways to bless their customers. The deli workers did, 
the floral department did, and even the manager did. As one employee put it, “We are having so much fun, and so are 
our customers!" 
 

We are the “priesthood of all believers.” We are blessed by God. So number your blessings, give thanks, wear them, 
and share God’s blessings again this new year and each and every day. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you in all your comings and goings in 2023. 
The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you each day so that your light 
may shine  before others that they see your good works (and God’s blessings through you) so 
that they give glory to  our Father in heaven (Matthew 5:16). 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.                                          Blessings, Pastor Dave 
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A New Year & New Opportunities 

 
 Happy 2023 everyone! I hope that your Christmas and New Year’s celebrations were filled 
with all kinds of joy and excitement! Speaking of excitement, I’m excited to share with you all 
some news, ideas, plans, and goals for Youth & Faith Formation at St. Mark’s as we move into 
this new year.  
   
       First of all, join me in thanking Susan Uzarski and Terrie Tidwell for their leadership with 
Faith  Formation & Youth Ministry AND join me in congratulating our new co-chairs of Faith  
Formation & Youth Ministry: Jessica Fitzgerald and Jeanne Proefrock! Now for some exciting 
updates:   
 
 
 

 

Regarding Faith Formation  
     
We have several new curriculums that will begin this month, and are hoping to grow the  
opportunities for YOUTH & ADULTS to participate in learning about God’s story and how we fit 
into that story. Faith formation classes will resume January 8th, and will take place on the 
FIRST and SECOND Sunday of each month (excluding April 12th which is Easter Sunday). 

 
For children in Pre-K through 3rd grade, we are beginning a new curriculum called 

“Simply Loved.” This curriculum will teach our younger children through crafts, songs, stories, 
and videos, about important people and themes in the bible. 

 
For youth in 4th & 5th grade, the new curriculum “Be Bold” will start applying the stories 

we hear about in the bible and relating them to topics that students might hear or think about 
in their homes, in the cafeteria at school, or in other activities they might be involved in like 
dance, basketball, or band. 

 
For youth in 6th-8th grade, Pastor Dave and I will be journeying with students in           

confirmation class! We will not only continue to focus on important stories and themes of the 
bible, but also how do those stories relate to our identity (in our baptism, as the church, and 
as people of God in everyday life). For questions about confirmation, contact Pastor Dave at: 
dave@saintmarkslutheran.com  

 
For high school youth (grades 9-12), there will be a new small group starting up in      

January called “LIVE” (as in a production going “live”). This group will meet in the youth room 
of the FLC on First and Second Sundays during the Faith Formation time. For questions about 
LIVE contact Pastor Vern at: vern@saintmarkslutheran.com  
 
    For adults, faith formation is important for you as well! Currently we have two classes      
being offered. The “Adult 1” class which takes place in the conference room, and a new class 
“Come & See” led by Roger Barbee begins this month in the FLC. With that said, I’d like to   
invite adults at St. Mark’s to consider and pray about “what might it look like to create more 
opportunities for adult faith formation?” Maybe that looks like a small group forming for     
parents with children at home. Maybe that looks like a small group forming for adults with   
similar hobbies/interests (like crafting, woodworking, or cooking). Maybe that looks like a 
small group of folks who share a common professional calling (whether that’s musicians, 
healthcare workers, education, or IT). Maybe these ideas have sparked another idea in your 
mind (and that’s awesome too)!  
 

If you have questions about Faith formation, contact Jessica Fitzgerald or Pastor Vern. 
 

 

mailto:dave@saintmarkslutheran.com
mailto:vern@saintmarkslutheran.com
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(Youth and Faith Formation continued) 
 

And Regarding Youth & Family Ministry 
 
“Streams” is our youth group for children in grades K-4! This group gathers periodically for   
in-person events and activities, and meets regularly via Zoom for “YTWPV” (Your Turn with 
Pastor Vern). On Zoom calls we share the “Faith 5” exercise with each other: sharing a high 
for the week, a low for the week, prayer requests, a prayer, and a blessing with each other! 
 

 
 
“Rivers” is our youth group for youth in 5th-8th grade! This group gathers regularly for         
in-person events and activities. Also, our Rivers youth group sometimes meets with our Seas 
(high school) youth for activities and service projects together! 
 
 
 

 
“Seas” is our youth group for high school (9th-12th grade)! This group gathers regularly for    
in-person events & activities. As mentioned above, our Seas group also gathers periodically 
with the Rivers youth for combined activities and service projects! 
 
  

 
“NEST” (New & Expecting Social Time) is the newest family ministry small group at St. Mark’s. This group 
is intended to support families who are expecting children or are “new” parents (having children 3 years 
old and younger). NEST gathers once or twice a month, sometimes at St. Mark’s and sometimes off      
campus. This group often functions a lot like a “mommy and me” group where little ones are welcomed  
for time to play and socialize with other children their age, while parents support each other in their         
commonalities as new and expecting parents.  
 
If you have questions about Youth ministry contact Jeanne Proefrock or Pastor Vern. 
 
*PLEASE NOTE* that in an attempt to update our youth and volunteer records  
that we are asking all households with children AND all adult volunteers with  
Faith Formation and Youth to share the appropriate information needed on a google 
spreadsheet using this QR code. —-> 
 
 
Lastly, I want to share with you just some big events that we already know are on  
the horizon for 2023 regarding Faith Formation and Youth ministry. Be on the lookout for dates and  
information on:  LYO (in Greensboro, NC), Youth Retreats, VBS, Summer Mission Trip, fundraisers for the 
2024 Youth Gathering in New Orleans, LA), Trunk or Treat, AND LOTS MORE TO COME! 
 
Happy New Year to you all,        

Pastor Vern 

Music at Saint Mark’s:  a note from Lisa Combs 
                                  
 Thank you to all of the musicians and singers that helped 
make our Advent and Christmas season so joyful! 
 
Rehearsals will begin for the new year on the following 
dates:   
 
-Adult Choir- Wednesday January 4th at 7 p.m. 
-Instrumental Ensemble- Sunday, January 15th at 11:30 a.m. 
-Adult Handbells - Tuesday, January 10th at 7:00 p.m.  
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Congregation Council News 

At the December Council meeting we were excited to welcome three new Council     
members: Jeanne Proefrock, Roger Barbee, and Jessica Fitzgerald. Council also voted to 
appoint Liz McNabb and Tonya Mays for one-year terms to fill seat vacancies. We have a 
fine group of leaders for 2023 who need the support and prayers of the congregation. The 
following are the officers and committee leaders for 2023: 

President – Susan Bostian 

Vice-President – Mark Relyea 

Secretary – Susan Uzarski 

Treasurer – David Wagoner 

Pre-School Board – Tonya Mays 

Governance – Roger Barbee 

Admin/Personnel – Bill West (Jeanne Proefrock*) 

Finance – Mark Relyea 

Stewardship – Jan Wagoner (Roger Barbee*) 

Evangelism – Donna Enroth and Liz McNabb 

Community Ministry – Marilyn Boardman (Colin Davis*) 

Youth – Jeanne Proefrock 

Faith Formation – Jessica Fitzgerald 

Communications and Technology – Allison Joy 

Worship, Music and Arts – Allison Kraft (Pastor Dave Keck*) 

Property – David Wagoner 

*Serves as liaison to Council 

We each are blessed with talents and/or passions – what is yours and how can you align it 
with one of the areas above to show God you are using it to glorify him? If you don’t 
know how to align your passions with service, ask one of the Pastors or one of these 
Council members to help you figure it out. We might need to start a new ministry. The 
most important thing is to get everyone plugged into worship, fun, and service. 
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January: Chewy Granola Bars 
February: Pudding Cups 
March: Juice Box/pouches               
April: Beans & Franks-8 oz 
May: Ravioli (flip top cans) 
June: Oatmeal, variety pack 
July: Crackers (variety pack) 
August: Ramen Noodles 
September: Pop Tarts 
October: Lg. Chef Boyardee 
Nov: Fruit & Applesauce Cups 
December: Vienna Sausages 

COMMUNITY MINISTRY COMMITTEE: Our monthly meeting will 
be held on Wednesday, January 4th at 6:30 p.m. in the church conference 
room. Anyone interested in what we do, please feel free to attend. We are  
always looking  for new people and new ideas on how to serve our  
community! Contact Marilyn Boardman at Marilynb203@gmail.com.    
Our next meeting will will be Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
church conference room. 
 

The FELLOWSHIP GROUP monthly luncheon and meeting will be held 
on Thursday, January 16 at 12:00 noon  
in the Family Life Center.  Please come...share 
a dish to pass if you are able…invite a friend         
to come with you...It’s great company and 
hearts are warmed! 
 

FOOD for DAYS: Community Ministry de-
pends on the caring hearts of our congregation to support FOOD for DAYS 
MINISTRY and other programs. We have heard many stories of  
how the children depend on this food to get through the weekend.  Our 
“pack back girl” tells you the item we are collecting each month.   
Let’s fill the box! 
 

NEW! FOOD DRIVE for Christian Mission: St. Mark’s Community 
Ministry is sponsoring a FOOD DRIVE for Christian Mission as their 
food supply will be very low after Christmas. We will start the Food Drive 
on December 18th and conclude on January 14th by having a work day and 
delivery of food we have collected. Black plastic totes are located in the 
church office hallway by the flower chart. This would be a great project 
to do in your neighborhood too! 

  

from the Community Ministry Team  and your  
Your Joy of Giving: 
 
Angel Tree: Thank you for your giving hearts in buying gifts 

for the children at South Elementary. We had 144 Angels on our tree,     
serving 48 children. We were able to fulfill the wishes of each child on 
Monday December 19th when gifts were distributed. This was truly a JOY.   
 
Hats, Gloves, Scarves and Holiday Meal Gift Card:  
Thanks to everyone who made it possible to give a Holiday Meal Gift Card 
to 39 in need children at Park View School. With this gift, we have made 49 
families Christmas a little brighter.  
 
White Tissue Gifts: A thank you to everyone who brought white tissue gifts 
for our Christmas Eve Offertory. We collected many food items for Food for 
Days and Christian Mission.   
 

And the need continues.  Did you know 
The cost for one child for the school 
year is approximately $250.00  
(or any amount your  heart  
dictates)?  Please keep this ministry in 
your hearts and minds and pray for 
these children and the children all over 
the nation that need assistance.  
 
You may use a pew envelope indicating 
FOOD for DAYS  on the envelope and 
on your check and place in the offering 
plate.           

VALENTINE CARDS FOR PARKVIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:  
Yes, we know it is early to think of Valentine’s Day, but, in order to provide them 
to our local school children, we need to start now. Starting Sunday, January 15, we will 
have a box in the Narthex and the Church Office hallway. Your valentines can be for  
either a boy or girl.  We would to like provide valentines for about 26 -30 children.  
 
Thank you for bringing a smile to a little child’s face.   
Many thanks for your love of the children in our community!    -Community Ministry 

The last day for our 
Valentine collection 
will be Sunday,  
January 29th.  

mailto:marilynb203@gmail.com
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CHRISTIAN MISSION FOOD DRIVE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    SPONSORED BY ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
STARTING DECEMBER 18, 2022  

DELIVER TO CHRISTIAN MISSION ON JANUARY 14, 2023 8:30 -12:00 
 

BY JANUARY THE CUPBOARDS WILL BE BARE. ALMOST! 
 

Let’s make a difference by assisting the growing amount of families, children and individuals who 
are in need of nutritional support. Black containers will be provided in the Narthex and hallway.  
If you wish to collect food from your family, your friends and neighbors  
and, if you have a large amount of food, please bring the food on Saturday January 14th from  
8:30 – 11:30 a.m. to Christian Missions 266 N. Broad St Mooresville NC. 
  

THEIR WISH LIST: 
 

CEREAL | OATMEAL | GRITS | CANNED SOUP | RAMEN NOODLES | PASTA | 
TOMATO SAUCE | CANNED VEGGIES | CANNED FRUIT | PEANUT BUTTER | 
BAKED BEANS | CHICKEN BROTH | DRY GOODS | INSTANT POTATOES |  
PLEASE CONSIDER THIS SERVICE PROJECT.  IT WILL START OUR NEW YEAR ON A POSITIVE NOTE. 
 

COMMUNITY MINISTRY  

   HANDS On Committee          
Our motto: Hands Are Needed for Devoted Service 
Meets Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m. in the Family Life Center  
Come when you can and leave when you need to.   
Just come! 

 
Contact: Shelby Westmoreland at 704-662-4630 or  shelbyw1952@gmail.com. 

 
Happy New Year! 
Hands On was busy sorting, packing and delivering warm items to different agencies before Christmas. We 
continue to make more. The need is great with cold weather months coming. Scarves were taken to Christian 
Mission, Gavin Sharpe Blessing Box (located at the Feed Bucket on Main Street), hats to Feed NC and blankets 
to foster children in Iredell County.    
 

On January 10 Sherry Klepfer will visit Hands On. Sherry is the coordinator for the Iredell County Linus Project. 
She will be bringing quilts from Davie County that our group will finish and return to her for children in our 
county. 
Love One Another! 
Hands On Team 
Shelby  

mailto:shelbyw1952@gmail.com
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Those who serve in the military:  
Wyatt Leik & Dalton Leik grandsons of Janet & Mike 
Smeltz; Aaron Whitlow, Drew Jones, Erik Crowder, 
Tommy Upshaw and Matthew Barone.                                                                                                                         
 

 

Members: Martha Scruggs; Janet Frazier; John Roseman; Viola Wenzel;  
Barbara Williams; Malinda Little; Teresa Sloop, Jack Altman, Marilyn 
Boardman, David Keck, Sr. 
 
Friends & Family:  Dianne (Michelle Kowatschitsch’s friend’s sister); 
Laura (friend of Pastor Vern & Mandy); Sherry Roseman, nurse friend of Liz 
Whitlow; Dennis Abraham, cousin of Mitch Abraham; Ginger Damato 
(cancer; aunt of Candace Lagerhausen); Steve (father of a neighbor; 
Michelle Kowatschitsch); Tim Cook (friend of Barbara Erskine); family of 
Bobby James, cousin of Liz Whitlow; Carol Woldmoe (friend/neighbor of 
Carol Martz); David Martz (nephew of Carol Martz); Donald Kiker  
(sister-in-law’s brother of Barbara Overcash); Donald Hepler (sister’s 
husband of Barbara Overcash); Lynn & Decarlo. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
On Sunday, December 11th  these children were welcomed  into the body of 

Christ through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism: 
 

Clara Grace McAndrew, daughter of Ellen and Mike! 
 

Toddrick William Shangle, son of Mercedes and Stephen! 

SHEPHERD  
OF THE WEEK  

    
   

  1/4        Bobbie Meadows 
  1/8        Gwen Sink 
  1/15      Susan Suther      
  1/22      Gail Walther 
  1/29      Liz Whitlow 
    
  

Please contact Susan Bostian at 
sjbostian1@gmail.com if you 
have questions about your 
“shepherd” role.  

JANUARY 
ALTAR FLOWERS- 
 
1/1 
1/8   Tonya Mays    
1/15 
1/22 
1/29 
 
      
Providing flowers on the Altar 
is a great way to remember or 
honor a loved one or special 
occasion. Please check the 
Flower Chart in church office 
hallway or call the office to 
check availability and select a 
date (704-664-5474). 
 
 

REMINDER: you can share 
the same week with someone 
or share flowers two weeks in 
a row. Sign up on the flower 
calendar or call the church 
office at  704-664-5474. 

 
 
 
 

 
In Memory of Ken Koehler 
General Fund 
Susan Bostian 
 
In Honor of David Keck, Sr. 
General Fund 
Diana Keck 
 
In Memory of  
Emily & Harold Erskine 
General Fund 
Erskines:  
Laura, Hal and Brenda 
 
In Memory of 
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh W. (Bub) 
Sloop 
Organ Fund 
Richard & Susan Sloop 
Sturkie 

 
CHRIST IN OUR HOME  

There are new Christ In Our 
Home daily devotions         
available.   
 

These new booklets cover     
January, February & March 
2023.  They are located in the 
narthex and on the table at the 
church offices entrance hallway.  
They are free, so please take 
one to help remind you to have 
daily quiet time with 
Christ in your home. 
                    
Blessings  
to you! 

mailto:sjbostian1@gmail.com
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 NOVEMBER Attendance 

Date 8:30 10:30 Online 

11/6   102 77 182 

11/13 113 91 116 

11/20 92 113 168 

11/27 74 67               168 

    

    

  DECEMBER Attendance 

Date 8:30 10:30 Online 

12/4     99 94 158 

12/11 123 102 316 

12/18 109 102 212 

12/24 

150 
(5pm) 

148 

(730pm 

111 
(1030pm) 196 

12/25 
  
      — 

57 
(10am) 

162 

    

Finance Report Update 

 NOV YTD 
11/3O/2022 

Budgeted  $  55,458  $  610,039 

Giving $  43,452 $   513,477 

Expenses $ 49,838 $   543,357 

Giving less 
Expenses 

$  (6,386) $   (29,880) 

In late February we will be distributing a new,  
updated congregational directory  

along with the church’s annual   
council / congregational  reports.  

 
Communication of church  
member’s demographic change up-
dates are necessary and always  en-
couraged.  
 
Please email Darla Steinert, our  
Administrative Assistant  at   
darla@saintmarkslutheran.com  
or call the church office at  
704-664-5474.  

“We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, 
who are called according to his purpose.”                                                                       
– Romans 8:28  

STOCKDONATIONS—DID YOU KNOW? 
  

When St. Mark’s receives an electronic stock donation there is no source information provided.  It is completely 
anonymous. Currently TD Ameritrade does not provide any details related to the contributor of the in-bound 
transfers. So, when making a stock donation, please remember to drop off the Stock Donation Form at the 
church office so that we can be sure to apply the donation appropriately (tithe, endowment or other dedi-
cate account) and to your envelope number.  
  
Alternatively, you can email the information to stockdonations@saintmarkslutheran.com. Please include the 
stock name and # of shares as well as your envelope # and how you want it applied.  

 Thank you for you generous and faithful support!   
Mark Relyea,  Finance Committee 

 

mailto:darla@saintmarkslutheran.com
mailto:stockdonations@saintmarkslutheran.com
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Annoyed by RMD (Required Minimum Distributions)?   
 

Note: This applies to you if you are over 70½ years old  
(In 2022, this requirement changes to 72½ years old).  

 

Decades ago, when you began saving for retirement, probably no one told you that you cannot keep       
retirement funds in your account indefinitely. You generally have to start taking withdrawals from your 
IRA, Simple IRA, SEP IRA, or retirement plan account when you reach age 70½.   
 
If you are blessed enough to have enough income or savings that you wish you didn’t have to withdraw 
from your IRAs AND then have to pay income taxes on the withdraw, you may want to consider this. 
 
You can directly transfer your Required Minimum Distribution (or any portion of it) to a charity to meet 
the IRS requirement AND pay no income taxes on the distribution donated to charity.  In the case of 
St. Mark’s simply use the information on the Stock Donation Form to transfer funds directly to St. Mark’s 
TD Ameritrade Account. Also, make sure to follow the instructions, so we apply your donation as you        
intended. Contact, Dawn Barone, Darla Steinert or myself and we will get you that form.   
 
Remember, if you withdraw funds from your IRA and then gift it to a charity, you will have to pay in-
come taxes on the withdraw.   
 
A special thank you to Ed Walther, who approached me about RMDs and suggested I investigate any 
tax benefits to donations through RMDs. If you have any questions about how you could take advantage of 
this, please contact your financial advisor. If you don’t have one, I will do my best to assist you or you can 
contact my financial advisor, Brett McCarthy at Merrill Lynch Wealth Management, at 239.948.8109. 
Thank you for investing in our Lord’s ministry at St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church! 
 

Are All Funds Giving to Charitable Organization (St. Mark’s included)  always Tax Deductible? 
 
You might be surprised that the answer is no. Yes, all regular offerings to St. Mark’s are 100% tax        
deductible. However, funds giving to a charity in which you receive something in return are not 100% tax 
deductible.   
 
For example, let’s say you attend a charitable organization’s gala and silent auction. For example, let’s say 
the admission cost is $125.00 and the charity provides a stated value of a meal and entertainment of $50.  
How much of the  admission fee is tax deductible? The amount more than the value you received, or 
$75.00. Likewise, if you attend an event that you pay to “defray the cost” of, most likely none of the pay-
ment is tax deductible. 
 
Have you ever noticed on your quarterly Contributions Statement from St. Mark’s it states, “NO GOODS 
OR SERVICES WERE PROVIDED TO THE DONOR OTHER THAN INTANGILE RELIGIOUS  
BENEFITS”?  In other words, giving to the regular offering, special appeals or endowment are 100% tax 
deductible. However, though paying for attendance to an event normally is not and will not show on your 
quarterly contributions statement. 
 
I hope you find the above information helpful. Thank you for generously giving of your time, talents  
and treasure.   
 
God’s Peace, 
 
Mark Relyea 
Finance Committee & Assistant Treasurer 

tel:239.948.8109


 

 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church                                       The January Marker - Page 10 

And So It Begins…. 
Kathy Jo McLean 

 

Happy New Year and Welcome 2023!  There’s something invigorating and special 
about new beginnings, fresh starts, and the blank slate of a bright shiny calendar?   
Especially when the whole world welcomes a New Year on the same date!  The last 
week of December I like to take time to reflect on the past year and make some plans 
for the New Year.  Several years ago resolutions were traded for a bucket list.  Among 
personal, business, and spiritual goals and desires are activities and experiences to  
enjoy and explore.  
 

We love to plan and celebrate our new beginnings like birthdays, anniversaries, a new job or school year. 
Sometimes we’re punched in the gut and forced into a beginning we never wanted like the loss of a loved 
one, an illness, or job loss. Most often we don’t plan our beginnings and usually don’t even notice them 
until we look backwards and realize things are different…maybe it’s us that has been changed. 
 

Darla, our church secretary, mentioned a few weeks ago that later in January we will read about Jesus  
beginning his ministry and shared a favorite anthem, Deep Waters by Peter Choplin.  

 
   In Matthew 4:12-23 Jesus begins His ministry by calling to brothers  

Simon Peter and Andrew to “Come, follow me” and they did!  
A little later Jesus also called brothers James and John who said yes!    

 

Talk about beginnings…as Jesus began His ministry and since He was Jesus, He knew what this journey 
was all about and where the deep waters were…He knew there would be some really good times and He 
also knew the rejection He would face, the stress of the Last Supper with His friends, the betrayal,  
suffering, and horrible death He would endure, the unanticipated surprise and shock of His resurrection, 
and yet He still began His ministry.  
 

Simon Peter, Andrew, James, and John also had a beginning.  They said yes and followed Jesus not 
knowing what was going to happen, and their lives were richer and deeper because of their openness to 
His call. Both of these beginnings raise some questions such as how willing are we to begin something 
when we know the obstacles on the path and really don’t want to experience them? How willing are we to 
begin something when we have no idea where we’re headed?  How often do we miss opportunities  
because we take so much time planning, preparing, or analyzing that the opportunity passes us by?  
 

Before the end of May 2022 I was saying “Well, that wasn’t part of the plan.” There were changes in  
direction, new interests, the anticipated arrival of a new grandchild, a job change, and vacation plans  
with family, old friends, and a new friend that were not even in the picture on January  1st. Through all 
this, I discovered that being in the moment and opening my heart to receive and answer the pull and tug 
of Jesus led me into some deep waters that made 2022 one of my best years yet.  
 

As we enter and walk through 2023 let’s remember to hold our plans and goals 
loosely to allow plenty of room for  beginnings we don’t even know we need.  
We’re given a clean slate with lots of time. Let’s ask ourselves a few questions 
both individually and as St. Mark’s: 
 

 What do I (or we) want to do with the 52 Weeks, or 365 Days, or 525,600  
       minutes or 31,536,000 seconds of this year?  
 

  How and where can I (or we) step into deep waters with Jesus? 
 

  What blessings did I (or we) experience or receive because of our faith? 
 

Go to deep waters, deep waters, where only faith will let you go. Go out to deep 

waters, deep waters, harvests of faith will overflow. Go. ~ Pepper Choplin 
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 When:  Wednesday, January 11 
 Time: 11:30 a.m.                 

 Location:  Brickhouse Tavern in 

Davidson located at   
 209 Delburg Street, Davidson NC 28036 
 RSVPs are due by Monday,  January 9  

to Mary Ann Barbee at 703-926-1563 or email  
her at  mabarbee@gmail.com.   
 

Please text or email your RSVP and include your name 
when responding.   
 

In the future, regular attendees will receive a reminder 

email. If you are new to Ladies Lunch Bunch please call 

the church office with your email address for future 
notifications. We meet for fellowship and a meal on the 2nd 

Wednesday of the month. 
 

If you are able please bring a donation for the Foods for 
Days Back Pack Ministry. January: Chewy Granola Bars    

Sunday January 8 

7:30 a.m.—FLC 

 Sunday morning 

breakfast meal 

 Monthly meeting 

business updates 

 Determines our 

2023 focus for  

      community  

      outreach initiatives 

 February hockey 

game details 

 Come! Be fed and 
nourished by food,  

      fellowship and the  

      Word of God! 
 

Contact Chris Isetts if  you 
have  questions. 

MARTHA CIRCLE: 
Will meet on Monday,  
January 30 at 9:00 a.m. 

in the church  
conference room 

Please contact  
Patty Schmid at 

schmidsrus@aol.com. 

GRACE  
CONNECTION 

Will not be meeting on 
Tuesday, January 3 

For additional  
information 

please contact  
Lorri Monterose at  

monterosewelding@aol.com  

Beer & Bible Study  
You are welcome at the table  
as we gather for conversation  
at 7:00 p.m. on: 
Thursday, January 5 
Thursday, January 19 
 
Pastor Vern will   
communicate the location 
 

Men’s Bible Study: under the  
leadership of our men we gather and 
grow in fellowship through a meal 
and Bible Study. All are welcome! 
 

When: 1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month  
(this month we meet on Jan 3rd & the 17th) 
Location: Barcelona Burger & Beer 
Garden  
Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Discussion topic:  
The book of Acts  
(The Acts of the Apostles).   

 

Come gather for the great food,   
fellowship and opportunity to learn. about 

witnessing, the church, the Holy Spirit, prayer 

and beginning and growth of the Christian 
church.  

 

 
Let’s Get 

Acquainted! 
 
 

If you interested in speaking with 
our pastors and are learning more 
about the St. Mark’s community 
of faith and/or are considering 

becoming a St. Mark’s member  
please contact Pastor Dave at 

dave@saintmarkslutheran.com  
or call the church office at  

704-664-5474.     

        Happy New Year from Pastor Dave!                         
Pastor Dave Keck will begin a new, ZOOM              
Wednesday morning Bible Study on the Gospel 
of Matthew from 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. from  
January 11-February 15. Please contact 
dave@saintmarkslutheranchurch.com to sign up 
and receive the ZOOM Link. 

 

mailto:mabarbee@gmail.com
mailto:schmidsrus@aol.com
mailto:monterosewelding@aol.com
mailto:dave@saintmarkslutheran.com
mailto:dave@saintmarkslutheranchurch.com


 

 

 
 
 

 

PRESCHOOL NEWS! 
 

Hello St. Mark’s Friends!!   
 

The New Year will be starting off 
with a bang at the preschool.  
We have lots of fun activities 

planned and ready to go.  
 

Beginning  January 10th 
registration opens to the public  

for the preschool.  
If you or anyone  

you know is looking for a great 
school please let  

Mrs. Stephanie know.                                    
She can be reached 

at mattinglysk920@gmail.com  
or 704-609-6244.  

We are accepting students  
aged 2-5.  

 
We ask that you continue to pray 
for the health and safety of all of 

our students and staff at St. Mark's. 
Love in Christ~ Stephanie  
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FEBRUARY 2023 MARKER  

Monthly newsletter  
submissions        

(articles, calendar dates, 

events, etc.)  

are due 

JANUARY  15  
to meet our preparation and  

 distribution deadline  
 

If you have questions and/or 

submittals please  

contact Darla Steinert at  
darla@saintmarkslutheran.com.   

 

“Thank you” in advance  

for the timely   

submission of your content. 

mailto:mattinglysk920@gmail.com
mailto:darla@saintmarkslutheran.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Chad & Lynn Carlson, 30 yrs. 

3 Stephen & Jennifer Hays, 53yrs. 

3 Judd & Camille Jones, 53 yrs. 

4 Daniel & Amanda Wells, 3 yrs. 

6      Mark & Jessica Hillman, 16 yrs. 

8 Steven & Desi Tautges, 12 yrs. 

12 Frederick & Linda Folkerts, 15 yrs. 

20 Wayne & Shelby Westmoreland,  

        50 yrs. 

22 L.W. & Kelley Miller, 12 yrs. 

30 Bob & Jolee Anderson, 53 yrs. 

31    John & Jennifer Sifford, 14 yrs. 

 

   

. 
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1 Michael Fitzgerald 

1 Terry Seyller 

2 Raelyn Oehler 

3 Alexander Wagoner 

4      Janine Hinz 

4 Brantley Lyons 

4 Margaret Van Horn 

5      Blake Ferden (Happy 1-yr old!) 

5 Lorri Monterose 

6 Alan Miller 

6 Betsy Roseman 

7 Jovey Johnson 

7 Keegan Tidwell 

7 Catherine Tyree 

7 Cindy Wilkins 

8 Tom Monterose 

8 Travis Tidwell 

8 Carrie Tulbert 

9 J.R. Norris 

11    Mark Hillman 

11 Austin Wall 

12 Jack Johnson 

12 Carol Martz 

12 Gwen Sink 

13    Watson Mays (Happy 1-yr old!) 

16 Vern Kinard 

16 Holden Knox 

16 Karlee Koehler 

17    Kauko Aro 

17 Linda Leone 

17    Kelly Self 

18 Charley Horton 

19 Carlee Brawley 

20 Maggie Koehler 

20  Lynn Nelson 

22 Chance Ontiveros 

23 Mary Ann Barbee 

 

 

(Birthdays continued) 

23 Ellen McAndrew 

23 Alison Westmoreland 

25 Danielle Isetts 

25 Milbert Kurtz 

25 Nick Ward 

26 Judy Brewer 

26 Jacob Stevens 

28 Ethan Contorno 

28 Robert Martin 

29 Susan Altieri 

29 Zachary Brawley 

29 Cora Lee Pless 

31 Jerick Johnson 

31 Jonathan Upshaw 

2023 CALENDAR 
 

Our new 2023 calendar is  available in the church  
office.  This serves as our visual means to post our church 
activities and room reservations for meetings and special 
events.  This is also where we get information to put into 
our on weekly bulletin announcements, online and  
Facebook posts and our monthly MARKER newsletters.   
 

Our church office needs to stay abreast of what’s  
happening in our busy church and ensure folks have a 
place to conduct their meetings and  activities.   
 

And, remember to touch base with the needs to use the  
Family Life Center to conduct regular usage and  
special activity requests. 
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10:30 a.m.  
Worship   

January 1 
Note: 1,  
10:00 a.m.  
Service 

January 8 January 15 January 22 January 29 

Close Church 
(for the month) 

David Wagoner 

Usher(s) (for the month) 
 

Dawn Barone, Charlie Barone & Carol Martz (1/8, 1/15, 1/22 & 1/29) 
 

Greeter Chick Pless 
David  Wagoner 

Susan  
Bostian 

Brenda Joyce Mary Ann  
Barbee 

Mike & Treva 
Frankos 

Acolyte Mackenzie  
Proefrock & 
Madison Joy 

Maggie & 
Karlee  
Koehler 

Mackenzie  
Proefrock & 
Madison Joy 

Macie &  
Finley Cline 

Maggie & 
Karlee Koehler 

Lector 
 

Viki West Judy Fletcher Matthew Bleier Caroline Tyree Barbara  
Barteau 

Shepherd of the  
Week 

Bobbie  
Meadows 

Gwen Sink Susan Suther Gail Walther Liz Whitlow 

Communion Assistant Viki West Sharon Roy Matthew Bleier Dawn Barone Scheduled  
acolyte 

Counters Susan Bostian & Roger Barbee 

Altar Flowers  Tonya Mays    

Worship Servants are vital to the ministry of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church.  

If you are unable to fill your worship servant roll, please arrange for a       
substitute to take your place and notify the office.  

8:30  a.m.  
Worship  

January 1 
Note: 1,  
10:00 a.m.  
Service 

January 8 
 

January 15 January 22 January 29 

Open Church 
(for the month) 

   Pastor Dave   / Pastor Vern  
 

Usher(s) for the month) 
 

Jeff Proefrock, Paul Houck & Wayne Westmoreland (1/8, 1/15, 1/22 & 1/29) 
(note: 1/1/2023) Dawn/Charlie Barone and Carol Martz 

Greeter Chick Pless 
David Wagoner 

Kathy Jo 
McLean 

Wayne &  
She/by  
Westmoreland 

Bobbi e 
Meadows 

Betty Carter 

Acolyte Mackenzie  
Proefrock & 
Madison Joy 

Macie &  
Finley Cline 

Max Grace & 
Cooper Grebe 

Keegan Tidwell 
& Raegan  
Goethals 

Mackenzie  
Proefrock & 
Madison Joy 

Lector Viki West Scheduled  
acolyte 

Jeanne  
Proefrock 

Bobbi  
Beattie 

Scheduled  
acolyte 

Communion Assistant 
 

Viki West Scheduled  
acolyte 

Bart Mays Jeff Shoe Scheduled  
acolyte 

                                          JANUARY 2023 WORSHIP SERVANTS  



 

 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
454 Fieldstone Road 

Mooresville, NC 28117 
Pastor Dave Keck 

Pastor Vern Kinard 
704-664-5474 

www.saintmarkslutheran.com 

2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       1 Happy 
New Year 
10:00 am  1 Service w/

Holy Communion 
NO Nursery 
NO CONNECT 
No Adult 1 Bible Study 

No Instru Ensemble 

2 CHURCH OFFICE  

       CLOSED 

 

 
 
 
7-9:30 LNBB FLC 

3 
NO Hands On 
NO YTWPV 
No Adult Handbells 
No Grace Connection 

 
7:00 p.m. Men’s Bible 
Study @ Barcelona’s 

4 PRESCHOOL 

      REOPENS! 
 
6:30 NO Community  
Ministry Meeting 

 
7:00 Adult Choir  
7:30 Fellowship   
Basketball FLC 

5 

TOTS 12-1 FLC 
 
 
6:30—8:00 p.m. FLC 

B. Stevens B-ball 
 
7:00 pm Beer & Bible 
w/  Pastor Vern  

6 

 
 
 
 
 
6:30-8:30 pm  FLC 
Mooresville Jr Cotillion 

7 
 

8 7:30  LMM breakfast/ 

and meeting-FLC 
 

8:30  in-person  worship  

w/ Livestream 
9:30  CONNECT 
9:30 Adult 1 Bible Study-
(Book of Job) conf room 

10:30  in-person worship 
11:30 No Instru Ensemble 
 

9 

Ladies Lunch Bunch 
RSVP due (see pg. 11) 
 
 

 
   
 

6:30  Council Meeting– 

conf room 
 

7-9:30 LNBB FLC 

10  
 

12:30  Hands On-FLC 
 
 
 
 

6:30 Streams –YTWPV 
(Zoom) 
 
7:00 Men’s Bible Study  

    @ Barcelona’s 
7:00 Adult Handbells 

11  
10:00-11:00 a.m. 
Pastor Dave Gospel of 
Matthew Bible Study - 
ZOOM 

11:30 Ladies Lunch 
Bunch  
5:30-6:30 NEST 
Meeting 
7:00 Adult Choir  
7:30 Fellowship  

12 

TOTS 12-1 FLC 
 
 
 

 

13 

FEBRUARY 
MARKER  
ARTICLES /  
SCHEDULES 
DUE 
 
 

 
6:30-8:30 pm  FLC 
Mooresville Jr Cotillion 

14 
 

15 8:30 in-person 

worship  w/ Livestream 
9:30  CONNECT 
9:30 Adult1 class-conf  rm 
10:30  iin-person worship 

11:30  Instrum Ensemble 
 

16   
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day 
 
Darla Steinert — Admin 

Asst out of the office 
 
 
 

No LN Big Band FLC 
 

17 
12:30  Hands On-FLC 
 
 
6:30 Streams –YTWPV 

(Zoom) 
 
7:00 Men’s Bible Study 
        @ Barcelona’s 

7:00 Adult Handbells 

18 

 

10:00-11:00 a.m. 
Pastor Dave Gospel of 
Matthew Bible Study - 
ZOOM 

 
 
7:00 Adult Choir  
7:30 Fellowship  

Basketball FLC 

19  
TOTS 12-1  FLC 
 

12:00  Fellowship  
Group  Lunch & 
 Meeting - FLC 
 

6:30—8:00 p.m. FLC 
B. Stevens B-ball 
 

7:00  pm Beer & Bible 

w/  Pastor Vern  

20 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
6:30-8:30 pm  FLC 

Mooresville Jr Cotillion 

21 St. Mark’s 

  
 
 
 

 
 
4:00-9:00 pm –FLC 
See page 12 

228:30  in-person 

worship  w/ Livestream 
9:30 CONNECT 
9:30 Adult1 Bible Study- 
    conf room 

10:30  in-person worship 
11:30  Instru Ensemble 
 
 

23 

 
9:00  Martha Circle (conf 
room) 
 

 
7-9:30 LNBB FLC 

24 
12:30  HandsO n-FLC 
 
6:00 W&M Committee 
Meeting-conf room 

6:30 Streams –YTWPV 
(Zoom) 
 
7:00 Adult Handbells 

25  
10:00-11:00 a.m. 
Pastor Dave Gospel of 
Matthew Bible Study - 
ZOOM 
 

 
 

7:00  Adult Choir  
7:30 Fellowship  
Basketball FLC 

26  

TOTS 12-1 FLC 
 

27 
 
 
 
 

 
 
6:30-8:30 pm  FLC 
Mooresville Jr Cotillion 

28 
8:30 am-12pm 
Council Retreat 
FLC (Hands On   
room) 
 

11AM-4PM 
Justice Birthday 

Party—FLC 

 

29 8:30  in-person 

worship  w/ Livestream 
9:30 CONNECT 
9:30 Adult1 Bible Study- 
    Conf room 

10:30  in-person worship 
11:30  Instru Ens emble 

30 
 
 
 
7-9:30 LNBB FLC 

31 
12:30  Hands On-FLC 
 
NO YTWPV 
 

 
7:00 Adult Handbells 

 
 

   
 
 
 

SPECIAL NOTE: SUNDAY,  JANUARY 1, 2023 there will be one 10:00 A.M. SERVICE with Holy Communion 
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454 FIELDSTONE ROAD   

MOORESVILLE, NC 28115 

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
454 Fieldstone Road 

Mooresville, NC 28115 
www.saintmarkslutheran.com 

  

Pastor: Dave Keck 
Associate Pastor: Vern Kinard 

Sunday Schedule 
8:30 a.m. In Person &  Livestream 

9:30 CONNECT—Faith Formation for all ages 
10:30 a.m. In Person Worship 

Office Phone, ext. 409 ………. 704-664-5474 

  

Preschool, ext. 403 ………….. 
Stephanie Mattingly  

704-746-9804  
director@saintmarkslutheranpreschool.com 

Church E-Mail……………….. office@saintmarkslutheran.com 

Pastor Dave Keck, ext. 406 …. dave@saintmarkslutheran.com 

Pastor Vern Kinard, ext. 2407. . . vern@saintmarkslutheran.com  

Director of Music Ministries, 
ext. 405, Lisa Combs ……… 

 
lisa@saintmarkslutheran.com 

Office Hours  9 a.m. - 5  p.m. ~ Monday - Friday 
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