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*CONGREGATION STANDS 

 Welcome to St. Mark's! We are the church that shares a living, 

daring confidence in God’s grace. For us as part of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, this faith comes through the good news 
of Jesus Christ and gives us the freedom and the courage to wonder, 
discover and boldly participate in what God is up to in the world. 

Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole person — questions, complexities and all. 
We especially welcome those who are worshiping with us for the first time and invite you to 
join us again.  

Attendance Register - Please sign and pass the black-covered “Attendance Register" found at 

the end of each pew. If you are visiting St. Mark's today, please include your address and 
contact information. Thank you!  

Nursery  - St. Mark’s nursery is open for infants through 4 year old children whose parents are 

in worship or Faith Formation each Sunday morning from 8:15 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.  We have  
two wonderful and devoted staff members, Sara Barone and Jenny Horton, assisted with many 
caring volunteers to watch over our youngest members and visitors.  The nursery is located 
downstairs at the end of the hallway, near the back entrance (please ask ushers for assistance).   

 

8:30 a.m.  

GREETERS: J immy & Kathy Jo McLean 

USHER(S): Chr is Isetts, Wayne Westmoreland and Colin Davis 

LECTOR: Sharon Gombotz 

ACOLYTE: Madison Joy 

_____________________________________________ 

 

10:30 a.m. 

GREETER(S): David & Jan Wagoner  

USHER(S): Char lie Barone 

LECTOR: Cather ine Tyree 

ACOLYTE: Karlee Koehler  

_____________________________________________ 

SHEPHERD OF THE WEEK: Susan Suther  
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church  
454 Fieldstone Road     Mooresville, North Carolina 

Church Office Phone 704-664-5474 
Pastor Dave Keck 

Associate Pastor Vern Kinard 
 

 
(the page numbers refer to the red ELW Worship Book found in the pews) 

 

Our Scripture readings today point to the new season of Advent, where we look to the 
first and second comings of Christ. Jeremiah prophesies centuries before Jesus’ birth 
that a Savior will come from God, out of the line of David. Paul calls the Thessalonian 
church to live in love and holiness as they await the return of Christ. In Luke’s Gospel, 
Jesus himself prophesies the terrifying signs that will accompany his return, and urges 
us to wait expectantly. Through Scripture, prayer, and song we await the Lord Jesus, 
who is Emmanuel—God with us. 
 
 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE " O Come, O Come, Emmanuel"  ar r . by Stan Pethel 
Instrumental Ensemble 
 
(please stand as able) 
 

In the name of God: Father, Son +, and Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN 254    “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 
 
As we wait, we also trust God with us, Emmanuel. Let us confess our sin. 
 

(pause for a moment of silent confession)  
 

God of the future, as we wait we confess our sins before you and one another. We 
confess that we have not expected your kingdom; we live casual lives, ignoring your 
promised judgment. We accept lies as truth, exploit neighbors, abuse the earth, 
and refuse your justice and peace. In your mercy, forgive us. Grant us wisdom to 
welcome your way, and to seek things that will endure when Christ comes to judge 
the world. Amen. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

First Sunday in Advent                                                      November 28, 2021 - 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 
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THE ABSOLUTION 
 

The peace of Christ be with you all.  
And also with you. 
(We share signs and words of God’s peace with those around us.) 
 

(be seated) 
 

ADVENT WREATH PRAYER AND LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF HOPE 
Led by the Hofer Family (8:30) and the Tidwell Family (10:30) 
 
HYMN 279                  “O Little Town of Bethlehem,”  vs. 1 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING—Jeremiah 33:14–16 
Lector: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING—1 Thessalonians 3:9–13 
Lector: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON—It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like...? 
 
(please stand as able) 
 
HYMN 435               “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” 
                                             Vs. 1, Solo;  Vs. 2-3 ALL 
 

NICENE CREED PAGE 104 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
HYMN 441, “Oh, Happy Day“ 
 

Waiting and Watching. Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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SAINT MARK'S LUTHERAN CHURCH   
WELCOMES YOU!  

 

 
Welcome to Saint Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church! 

                      Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ,  
                        ”Willkommen” in the language of Martin Luther. 

 
Thank you for your presence and participation in worship and in the body of Christ! 
In worship today are people from Iredell, Rowan, Mecklenburg, Cabarrus and Lincoln 
counties, along with hundreds more on line from around the United States and     
Mexico. Some people here are “visiting” while others have worshiped here their 
whole life. Someone seated near you in this faith place is going through a transition in 
life – and that’s why they are here – to pray for their expected baby, to be comforted 
following the death of a loved one, seeking hope or help for something stirring in 
their heart, and perhaps just to praise God and say thank you God.  
 
So wherever you are from and whatever brought you to Saint Mark’s (in addition to 
the Holy Spirit, your SUV or Santa’s sleigh), welcome! Let’s get to know one another 
better. Have a conversation with someone today. Meet someone new. Lift them up in 
prayer this week. After all, these Advent days here at the end of 2021, we are going 
through something. So we need one another along with the grace of Jesus, the love 
of God, and the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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