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PRELUDE – "Hornpipe" from Water Music by G. F. Handel, Arr. by Charles C. Maggs
Handbells Quartet: Mindy Arndt, Margaret Gooden, Allison Kraft, Robbie Pearson
© Copyright 1997 Cantabile Press; International copyright secured. All Rights reserved.
WELCOME
HYMN 870, “We Praise You, O God”
1 We praise you, O God, our redeemer, creator; in grateful devotion our tribute we bring.
We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you; we bless your holy name; glad praises we sing.
2 We worship you, God of our fathers and mothers; through trial and tempest our guide you have been.
When perils o'ertake us, you will not forsake us, and with your help, O Lord, our struggles we win.
3 With voices united our praises we offer and gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise.
With you, Lord, beside us, your strong arm will guide us. To you, our great redeemer, forever be praise!
Text: Julia C. Cory, 1882-1963; Music: A. Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckeclank, 1626

Let us pray. O God of power and might, we gather for worship and to praise you and give thanks to you.
Strengthen our relationship with you through your Son, Jesus Christ, who shows us the way of service and
grace. Remind us of your Holy Spirit who has called us through the gospel, enlightened us with the fruit of
the spirit, made us holy and kept us in the true faith with Christ. It has been one heck of year Lord. Thank
you for guiding us as pilgrims through winds of change and strains of covid. Thank you for sharing your
bounties of blessings with us, not only for ourselves but in order to bless others as well. Thank you Lord for
this time with you now as well. In the name of Jesus we gather and pray. Amen.
OFFERING Happy Thanksgiving! Stewardship is a way of life. The Message translation of
Paul’s letter to the Romans describes it this way: So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you:
Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—
and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can
do for him...Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. (Romans 12:1-2)
PSALM 95:1-7a ~ Linda Leone
1
Come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
2
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the Lord with psalms.
3
For you, Lord, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.
4
In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.
5
The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
6
Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the Lord our maker.
7a
For the Lord is our God,
and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE – “I Just Wanna Be A Sheep”
EPHESIANS 1:15-23 ~ Sharon Gombotz
15
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 16I do not
cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes
of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his
2

glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe,
according to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put
all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness
of him who fills all in all.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION HYMN 855, “Crown Him with Many Crowns”, Vs 1 & 5
1 Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne;
hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns all music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,
and hail him as thy matchless king through all eternity.
5 Crown him the Lord of years, the potentate of time,
creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime.
All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou hast died for me;
thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity.
Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4; Music: George J. Elvey, 1816-1893

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46 ~ Darren Jones
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25th Chapter
Glory to You, O Lord.
Jesus said to the disciples: 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will
sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the
goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food,
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous
will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you
clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them,
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family you did it to
me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me
nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick
and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry
or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them,
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!
SERMON
HYMN 693, “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”, Vs 1-2
1 Come, ye thankful people, come; raise the song of harvest home.
All be safely gathered in ere the winter storms begin.
God, our maker, doth provide for our wants to be supplied.
Come to God's own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home.
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2 All the world is God's own field, fruit unto his praise to yield;
wheat and tares together sown, unto joy or sorrow grown.
First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall appear.
Lord of harvest, grant that we wholesome grain and pure may be.
Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.; Music: George J. Elvey, 1816-1893
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one with us in the body of Christ, who
are making public affirmation of their baptism.
Let us pray.
Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers, whom you have made your own by water and the
Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished
them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of
all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.
Amen.
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel against God, and
the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in
holy baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper, to
proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of
Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
The assembly makes affirmation:
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin,
and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in
your presence both now and forever.
Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the church, the
world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Most gracious God, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all social ministries of
the church through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves have been served. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to provide for the needs of all people
in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Bring peace to every place where conflict rages. Grant opportunities for ending divisions among us and usher in
your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Restore healing, hope, wholeness in body, mind, or spirit to our many loved ones we now name aloud or silently
including Pastor Vern and Mandy, Brenda, Dan, Sandie, Gail, Judy, Milbert, Sara and Charleston. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. Sustain those who work in
children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry as they nurture the gifts of young people. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended to the sick. Inspire us by
their example, that we may see your presence in those in need around us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation around
your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen
HYMN 884, “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
THE BENEDICTION
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE
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