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                                        Welcome to St. Mark’s!  

                              God has joyfully brought us together 

                                                   for such a time as this! 
            
 

Guests and Visitors – Let’s connect in life and faith together. “Welcome” cards 

are in the pews for you to provide your contact information. You may place it in 

the offering plate or hand it to one of the ushers or pastors. Thanks! 

 

Sunday, January 15, 2023– Epiphany 2                               

8:30 a.m. Worship Servants:                  

Greeter:                         Wayne & Shelby Westmoreland 

Ushers(s):                      Jeff Proefrock, Paul Houck & Wayne Westmoreland 

Acolyte(s):                    Max Grace & Cooper Grebe 

Lector:                          Jeanne Proefrock 

Communion Assistant: Bart Mays 
 

+ = stand in body and/or spirit       * we are seated  
 

Welcome 

Prelude 

+ Gathering   pages 94-96 

Hymn 532 Gather Us In 

Prayer 
 

* First Reading: First Corinthians 1:1-9 

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother 

Sosthenes, 2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in 

Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 3Grace to you and 

peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has 

been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, 

in speech and knowledge of every kind, 6just as the testimony of Christ has been 

strengthened among you, 7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you 

wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the 

end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is 

faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Word of God. Word of life. 

Thanks be to God! 
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Psalm 40:1-10 (chanted responsively)  

 1I waited patiently up- | on the Lord, 

  who stooped to me and | heard my cry. 

 2The Lord lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the | miry clay, 

  and set my feet upon a high cliff, making my | footing sure. 

 3The Lord put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise | to our God; 

  many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust | in the Lord. 

 4Happy are they who trust | in the Lord! 

  They do not turn to enemies or to those who | follow lies.  

 5Great are the wonders you have done, O Lord my God! In your plans for us,     

         none can be com- | pared with you! Oh, that I could make them known and  

         tell them! But they are more than | I can count. 

 6Sacrifice and offering you do | not desire; you have opened my ears:  

         burnt-offering and sin-offering you have | not required.  

 7And so I said, “Here I | am; I come. 

  In the scroll of the book it is writ- | ten of me: 

 8‘I love to do your will, | O my God; 

  your law is | deep within me.’ ” 

 9I proclaimed righteousness in the | great assembly; 

  I have not restrained my lips, O | Lord, you know. 

 10I have not hidden your righteousness in my heart; I have spoken of your  

        faithfulness and | your deliverance; I have not concealed your steadfast  

        love and truth from the | great assembly. 

 

Children’s Message  

 

+ Gospel Acclamation “Alleluia” page 151  

The Holy Gospel according to John 1:29-42                          Pew Bible page 862 

Glory to you, O Lord! 

John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb 

of God who takes away the sin of the world! 

The Gospel of the Lord! 

Praise to you, O Christ! 
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* Sermon 

+ Hymn 774 Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 

+ Apostles’ Creed  page 105 

The peace of Christ be with you all.  

And also with you. (we share a sign of Christ’s peace) 
 

* Prayers of Intercession 

+ Great Thanksgiving   page 152-153 

+ Lord’s Prayer   page 154 

* Lamb of God   page 154 

Communion 
 

+ Blessing, Prayer, Benediction 

Hymn 841 Lift Every Voice and Sing 

Go in peace. Walk in the light and follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 

 
       
-Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SB127538.     
-New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council  of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

                  
 

“Behold the Lamb of God!” This familiar description of Jesus, which rings in 

our ears with the stirring chorus from Handel’s Messiah, is found only in this 

gospel and only in this text from John 1. Imagine it. John’s disciples standing in 

the valley near the edge of the winding River Jordan, shading their eyes against 

the afternoon sun. Out in the water they can see their leader, waving his arms as 

his voice rises and falls with his message. He’s preaching to those who have 

gathered and he’s baptizing them in the water.  

 

As the disciples rest a minute and watch the Jordan run by, they’re reminded of all 

that has happened on the banks of this river – Abraham and Lot, Jacob, the 

Israelites, Elijah and Elisha – and now they too, are disciples, followers of John 

the Baptist, in this same river, preaching the coming of the Messiah and his 

kingdom, and offering baptisms of repentance.  
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Maybe one asks, “So what do you think about what John said yesterday? Could it 

be true? That he saw the Lamb of God? What kind of lamb would that be? Do you 

think he means lamb like the Passover Lamb, the symbol of our Israeli 

deliverance? Or maybe lamb like the source, the source of our milk, food, wool, 

cloth, and skins for clothes and tents? Or lamb like sacrificial lamb, all gentle and 

innocent, and offering to God?”  
 

What if the other says, “Look, he just said he saw the Lamb of God. It would’ve 

been nice if we’d have been here with the others instead of out on the road 

preaching, but we weren’t.”                                                                                                                                        
 

Maybe the first one continues, “Incredible! All this time John’s been saying that 

one was coming who would baptize with the Holy Spirit? How do you figure that? 

What if the kingdom of God is coming right here, right now?”  
 

While they’re trying to sort all this out, John finishes for a bit and comes up to 

stand with them. The crowd is mingling around, talking, drying their clothes in 

the sun, preparing to return home. Suddenly John sees Jesus and cries out, 

“Behold the Lamb of God!” Both disciples, without a word, turn and follow 

Jesus. All that discussion, all that wondering, all the years serving as John’s 

disciples – they leave without a second thought and follow Jesus. 
 

Thousands of years of history and tradition, sinfulness and faithfulness, and in the 

blink of an eye, Jesus appears at the river Jordan, is recognized and testified to by 

John, and immediately disciples follow. Immediately they recognize the Messiah 

– not after the resurrection, not after he walks on water, not after he heals.  
 

It's as if John’s disciples have fully grasped who Jesus is and can comprehend and 

believe in the mission to which God is sending God’s Son. And it’s all here, right 

in the first chapter, an immediacy, a passion to tell us everything about Jesus right 

away, to describe him fully, to surround him with disciples testifying and 

evangelizing. 
 

Should we read ourselves into the story and be concerned that we don’t 

follow as quickly or completely? No. Let’s be excited with the gospel writer 

and bow in grateful worship to God who is fulfilling the ancient promises in 

the Word made flesh, at the river Jordan then, and in our world today.  

                                                                            

Behold, the Lamb of God!               
 

 

 


