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PRELUDE
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who was in the beginning, who makes a dwelling among us, who covers
us with justice and mercy.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of goodness and lovingkindness,
we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. We have turned away from your invitation
to new life. We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. In your abundant mercy, forgive us
our sins, those we know and those known only to you, for the sake of the one who came to live among us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
Hear the good news of peace and salvation! God forgives us all our sins, not through our own work, but
through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people. With all who come to the manger, rejoice in this amazing gift
of grace.
Amen.
HYMN 858, “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”, Vs 1-3
1

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and
salvation! Let all who hear now to his temple draw near, joining in glad adoration!

2

Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously reigning and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting,
sustaining. Have you not seen all that is needful has been sent by his gracious ordaining?
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Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; surely his goodness and mercy shall daily
attend you. Ponder anew what the Almighty can do if with his love he befriend you.

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.; Music: Ernewerten Gesanagbuch, Part II, Stralsund, 1665

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to know
your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6
1
Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
2
For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
3
Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4
Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
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5

Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.
SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:1-12
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—2for surely you have
already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, 3and how the mystery was made
known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a reading of which will enable you to perceive my
understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind,
as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become
fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
7
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the working
of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the
news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages
in God who created all things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose
that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence
through faith in him.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION HYMN 308, “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!”, Vs 1
O Morning Star, how fair and bright! You shine with God's own truth and light,
aglow with grace and mercy! Of Jacob's line, King David's son, our Lord and Savior,
you have won our hearts to serve you only!
Lowly, holy! Great and glorious, all victorious, rich in blessing! Rule and might o'er all possessing!
Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship; Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.; Music Philipp Nicolai

GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12
1
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising,
and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah
was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
6
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ”
7
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had
appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set
out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where
the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not
to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
The Gospel of the Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ!
SERMON – Pastor Dave
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HYMN 314, “Arise Your Light Has Come”
1

Arise, your light has come! The Spirit's call obey;
show forth the glory of your God which shines on you today.

2

Arise, your light has come! Fling wide the prison door;
proclaim the captive's liberty, good tidings to the poor.

3

Arise, your light has come! All you in sorrow born,
bind up the brokenhearted ones and comfort those who mourn.

4

Arise, your light has come! The mountains burst in song!
Rise up like eagles on the wing, God's pow'r will make us strong.

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947; Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights
reserved. Used by permission.; Music: William H. Walter, 1825-1893

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the son, who
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe
in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRESENTATION
The assembly stands. The pastor being installed and a representative of the calling body come before the
presiding minister and the assembly.
The presiding minister addresses the assembly.
Having been authorized by the church to install Pastor Vernon Kinard, our co-worker in the gospel, as Associate
Pastor of St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mooresville, I now ask for certification of this call.
A representative of the calling body addresses the presiding minister.
After prayerful deliberation, we, of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, have called Pastor Vern Kinard to serve as a
minister of word and sacrament in the position of position. I present Pastor Vern and this letter certifying the call.
The representative gives the presiding minister the letter certifying that the call has been received and
accepted. The representative moves aside, and the assembly is seated.
ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS
The presiding minister addresses the minister of word and sacrament.
A reading from John: Jesus said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.
Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the
sins of any, they are retained.” (John 20:21-23)
A reading from Matthew: Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded
you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)
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A reading from First Timothy: Set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in
faith, in purity. Attend to the public reading of scripture, to exhorting, to teaching. Do not neglect
the gift that is in you, which was given to you through prophecy with the laying on of hands by
the council of elders. Put these things into practice, devote yourself to them, so that all may see
your progress. Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; continue in these things, for
in doing this you will save both yourself and your hearers. (1 Timothy 4:12-16)
The presiding minister addresses questions to the minister of word and sacrament.
Pastor Vern, in the presence of this assembly will you commit yourself to this new trust and responsibility, in the
confidence that it comes from God through the call of the church?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
Will you preach and teach in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and with the confessions of the Lutheran
church?
Will you carry out this ministry in harmony with the constitutions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
Will you be diligent in your study of the holy scriptures and faithful in your use of the means of grace?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
Trusting in God’s care, will you love, serve, and pray for God’s people, nourish them with the word and
sacraments, and lead them by your own example in faithful service and holy living?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
Will you give faithful witness in the world, that God’s love may be known in all that you do?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, graciously give you the strength and compassion to
perform them.
Amen.
The assembly stands.
The presiding minister addresses the assembly.
People of God, will you receive Pastor Vern as a messenger of Jesus Christ
sent to serve all people with the gospel of hope and salvation?
Will you regard name as a servant of Christ and a steward of the mysteries of God?
We will, and we ask God to help us.
Will you pray for Pastor Vern and his wife Mandy?
Will you help and honor Pastor Vern in carrying out this ministry?
In all things, will you strive to live together in the peace and unity of Christ?
We will, and we ask God to help us.
The presiding minister addresses the minister of word and sacrament.
Pastor Vern Kinard, the office of position is now committed to you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
BLESSING
The newly installed pastor may kneel as the presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing.
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood
of the eternal covenant, make you complete in everything good so that you may do God’s will,
working in you that which is pleasing in God’s sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
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The pastor stands. The following procession to the places of the word and sacraments may be used.
The presiding minister escorts the pastor to the place of baptism. A representative of the
congregation says:
You have been called to be among us to baptize, to teach, and to forgive sins.
They proceed to the place of the word. A representative of the congregation says:
You have been called to be among us to proclaim the good news.
They proceed to the place of the meal. A representative of the congregation says:
You have been called to be among us to preside at the Lord’s supper.
The presiding minister may address the assembly with these or similar words.
People of God, I present to you Pastor Vern Kinard.
The assembly may offer acclamation with applause.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
Glorious God, fill your church with joy. Let your faithful people live as beacons of your redemption especially
Pastor Vern, Pastor Dave, St. Mark’s congregation and staff, Pastor Phil and all of the North Carolina Synod staff
along with all the congregations, ministries, ministers and deacons of the ELCA. Give wisdom and courage to
your church that it may speak with boldness and confidence, even when words of mercy are met with scorn. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Show us your faithfulness in the rising and setting of the sun. Place wonder into the hearts of those who search the
skies and explore the heavens. Curb waste and pollution, that all might have clean air to breathe. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Bring all nations and rulers to the splendor of your dawn. Raise up advocates who champion the cause of
exploited and vulnerable people. Inspire leaders to be generous with abundance, that all people might live in
stability and freedom. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Come quickly with your healing power to all who seek love, support, and restoration. Dispel fears and shadows.
Restore broken relationships and mend broken hearts. Bring relief to those who are sick or struggling. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
According to the boundless riches of Christ, you draw all your saints, from the least to the greatest, to your
heavenly places. As you created all things, make all things new again in the splendor of your glory. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to you, in the name of
Jesus who taught us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen
BLESSING
Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, sent the shepherds with good
news, and led the magi by a star, bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh.
Amen.
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HYMN 840, “Now Thank We All Our God”, Vs 1, 3
1

Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices,
who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices;
who, from our mothers' arms, has blest us on our way
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.

3

All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given,
the Son, and Spirit blest, who reign in highest heaven,
the one eternal God, whom earth and heav'n adore;
for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.

Text: Martin Rinkhart, 1586-1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878; Music: Johann Crüger, 1598-1662

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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